
«Glowbal»
100% cotton

for character &
durability.

Lampshades:

More choices & more info online
Onevillage.com: One place; many ideas

INDIA

PHILIPPINES

80cm £30
60cm £22.50
50cm £15
40cm £12.50
30cm £9.50
£3.50 per order
p&p
 01608 811811

Real
bamboo

lampshades:

«Pyramid» £29
«Dome» £20

«Mayon compact» £29

Shop with us online
or visit our Worldshop in Woodstock
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THE new school year marked 
an extra special new start for 
pupils and staff at two Church of 
England schools in the Diocese 
of Oxford.

Children donned smart 
new jumpers sponsored 
by churches in the Cowley 
Deanery area as they enjoyed 
the first day of term at the John 
Henry Newman Academy in 
Littlemore, Oxford. The school 
is the first primary school in the 
Diocese to become a Church of 
England academy. 

At the same time pupils aged 
four to seven started classes 
at the new Buckingham Park 
Church of England Primary 
School north of Aylesbury.

Children were excited on the 
first day of term at John Henry 
Newman. Marshall, 10, said: “I 
think it’s a big improvement. I 
love the new pond area. Today 
has been the best day I’ve had 
at this school.” Candy Win, also 
10, added: “I like the colour of 
the new uniform and our new 
academy posters.”

Diocesan Education Director, 
Anne Davey, Principal, Lisa 
Biggin, as well as Academy 
governor, the Revd Margreet 
Armitstead and the Revd 
Tom Albinson of St Nicholas 
Church, Littlemore, and the 
Revd Bruce Gillingham, Area 
Dean for the Cowley Deanery, 
led a special service to mark 
the start of term.

by Jo Duckles

A special start to the new school year

Principal LIsa Biggin is pictured with children on the first day of the  new 
term at the John Henry Newman Academy. Photograph: Jo DucklesConTinuED on PAGE ThREE
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Prayer and Reflection

 
October prayer diary 

He has shown you, O Mortal, what is good.  And 
what does the Lord require of you?  To act justly 
and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your 
God. [Micah 6:8]

SUNDAY 7 A Month of Sundays: We pray for 
all the parishes across the diocese who are doing 
something different in their Sunday worship this month 
to celebrate the year of ‘Making a Difference in the 
World’. Remembering that each of us brings a unique 
combination of gifts and talents to God’s world, we 
give thanks for this. help us to remember that when the 
worship ends, the service begins. 
 
SUNDAY 14 Abingdon Deanery: Area Dean 
Pam McKellen, lay chair neil Rowe, secretary John 
Thompson, treasurer Gordon Brown. The people, PCCs, 
churchwardens and volunteers in the deanery. 
 
SUNDAY 21 Making a Difference Festival on 27 
October. We pray for all those making a difference in 
their communities in our diocese. help us to remember 
we are sent out to ‘live and work to God’s praise and 
glory’.  We pray for Alison Webster, Social Responsibility 
Adviser for the Diocese of oxford, and her colleagues. 
 
SUNDAY  28  Amersham Deanery: Area Dean Camilla 
Walton, lay chair Don Sanderson, secretary Dorothy 
Potter, treasurer Julie Dziegiel. For all the chuchwardens, 
PCC members, support staff and volunteers of the 
Amersham Deanery. For those who dread the onset of 
winter as the clocks change. 

Prayer to the Father through the Son in 
the power of the Spirit for:

MON 1 Abingdon: clergy Charles Miller, 
Tim Davis, Paul Smith, Keith Dunnett, Timothy 
hewes, Janet Taft, Jitesh Patel, Jane Baun, 
Simon Steer and Ecumenical Minister Peter 
Bennett. LLMs Colin Wood, Tony Richmond, 
David Lever, nick McLeish, Anne Taylor, Derek 
Walker, Alan Wallis. Children’s worker Valerie 
Challis; youth worker Chris Matthewman. 
Abingdon St nicolas (VC) School. 

TUE 2 Appleton and Besselsleigh: clergy 
Lyn Sapwell. Appleton (VA) School. 

WED 3 Cumnor: clergy Geoff Maughan, 
helen Azer, Pat Bhutta, Jean Pryce-Williams. 
LLMs neil Grady, David henderson Slater, 
Eve Lockett, Terry Sharp, Brian Dent, Martin 
French. Youth worker James Joines. Cumnor 
(VC) School.

THURS 4 Fyfield with Tubney and 
Kingston Bagpuize: clergy David Pickering. 
LLM ian Bensted.

FRI 5 Kennington: clergy Pam McKellen, 
Kevin Wright, Glynis Beckett, Tony Johnson, 
Peter Stanway. Kennington St Swithun’s (VC) 
School.  
 
SAT 6 Marcham with Garford: clergy 
Richard Zair. Youth and children’s worker Jill 
Rowe. Marcham (VC) School. 
 
MON 8 Radley with Sunningwell: clergy 
Pam McKellen, Kevin Wright, Glynis Beckett. 
LLMs Sue Sowden, Martha Young. Radley 
(VC) and Sunningwell (VC) Schools.
 
TUES 9 Shippon: clergy Richard Zair. 
 
WED 10 Drayton: clergy Rebecca Peters, 

Rosemary Bruce.

Steventon with Milton: clergy Colin 
Patching. LLM Jack Jarvis. Steventon St 
Michael’s (VC) and St Blaise Primary (VC) 
Schools.

THURS 11 Sutton Courtenay with 
Appleford: clergy helen Kendrick. LLM Tim 
Budd. Sutton Courtenay (VC) School. 
 
FRI 12 Pray for all headteachers and 
governors in our diocese as they attend 
the annual conference at Christ Church 
Cathedral.

SAT 13 Wootton and Dry Sandford: clergy 
Jon Williams, Jenni Williams, Phillip Tovey, Tim 
Perry. Wootton Boars hill (VA) School.
 
MON 15 Amersham on the Hill: clergy 
Diana Glover, Peter Binns, Sharon Roberts, 
Pippa Soundy. 

TUES 16 Beaconsfield Team: clergy 
Jeremy Brooks, Camilla Walton, Carolynn 
Croisdale-Appleby, Kevin Beer, Cassa 
Messervy, narinder Tegally. LLM hazel Chow. 
Youth worker Ben Askew. Beaconsfield St 
Mary & All Saints (VA) School.

WED 17 Chalfont St Giles: clergy Tim 
Stacey.
 
THURS 18 Chalfont St Peter: clergy 
Charles overton, Wendy Graham, Maggie 
Rode, nigel Rode, Jim King. Chalfont St Peter 
(VA) School.

FRI 19 Chenies and Little Chalfont, 
Latimer and Flaunden: clergy David Allsop, 
Ruth Broughton. LLM Pat Ansell. Amersham 
Common St George (VC) School.
SAT 20 Chesham Bois: clergy huw Davies, 

Jamie Murray, Christopher Clare. LLMs Jackie 
Lambert, Averil Stephenson. Children’s worker 
Vikki Burton. Chesham Bois (VC) School.
 
MON 22 Denham: clergy Adrian hirst. LLM 
Emeritus Joyce Tearall.

TUES 23 Gerrards Cross and Fulmer: 
clergy Martin Williams, Phil Mann, Meyrick 
Beebee, James Leach, Shawn Swinney, Tom 
holbird, Christoph Lindner. LLM John hedley. 
Youth worker Shawn Swinney. Children’s 
worker Edda Lindner. Gerrards Cross (VA) 
School.

WED 24 Great Chesham Team: clergy 
Simon Cansdale, Sylvester Liyanage, John 
Shepherd, Tim Yates, hilary Wilson. LLMs 
Jean Corfield, Geoff houston, hilary unwin, 
Don Sanderson (Emeritus). Youth workers 
Jenny Constantine, Jenny Davies. Parish 
Evangelist Andrew Patterson. The Chiltern 
hills Academy.
 
THURS 25 Penn and Tylers Green: clergy 
Mike Bisset. LLMs Beth Wili, David Carter.

FRI 26 Penn Street: clergy William Mason, 
Cathy Smith. Curzon (VA) School. 
 
SAT 27: Pray for the wedding fair to be 
held at St Michael and All Angels Church, 
Beaconsfield tomorrow.
 
MON 29 Seer Green and Jordans: clergy 
Gaenor hockey. LLM Linda West. Seer Green 
(VA) School.

TUES 30: Pray for Christian Concern for one 
World.

WED 31: Pray for the Bible Reading 
Fellowship and all those that work there.

Sundays

“Consider the lilies...”

 (The following is for guidance only, please feel free to adapt to local conditions and, if you wish, produce your own deanery prayer diaries.)

‘Consider the lilies of the field, 
how they grow: they neither toil nor 
spin, yet I tell you, even solomon in all 
his glory was not arrayed like one of 
these.’ matt 6: 28-29. 

Like the kingdom of God, 
an organic garden is a 
mysterious network of 
complex collaborations 
among countless elements, 

most of which are invisible to the human 
eye, writes Christine Campeau. Plants 
and flowers flourish thanks to their 
symbiotic relationship with the bees and 
the millions of micronutrients that are 
abundant in the soil. Everything has a 
purpose, everything has a gift to bring 
to the other. All has been perfectly 
arranged by God.

In contrast, present-day industrial 
agriculture systems reap the benefits 
of the land at the expense of its health 
and wellbeing and push flora to its 
limits of growth. Instead of relying on 
the natural micronutrients of the soil, 
agro-businesses pump fertilizers and 
pesticides into the earth, upsetting 
the natural balance of our lands and 
dishonouring the sacred systems 
created by God.

We will never do better than God’s 
order, nor will we ever be able to 
improve on this work. Therefore, in all 
that we aim to achieve, we should try to 
imitate the mysteries of nature rather 
than impose our own programmes. 
Indeed, we should farm in accordance 
with God’s way.

Over generations, many traditional 
farming communities and indigenous 
peoples have developed agricultural 
systems that are productive and 
environmentally sustainable. Such 

traditional farmers domesticated 
thousands of crop species and millions 
of plant varieties, mostly grown without 
agrochemicals. 

While, in many places, traditional 
agricultural knowledge and practice 
have been lost or atrophied, such 
small diversified farming systems offer 
promising models for promoting 
biodiversity, conserving natural 
resources, sustaining yield without 
agrochemicals, and providing 
ecological services and lessons for 
resilience in the face of environmental 
and economic change.

Traditional crop management used by 
many resource-poor farmers can lead 

to the conservation and regeneration 
of the natural environment, and 
offer a rich source of methods for 
adapting agricultural systems to local 
environmental, social and economic 
circumstances. 

As Christians, it is our duty to be 
stewards of Creation, to protect the 
bounty of the Earth, and to use it 
in a sustainable manner. We should 
safeguard the health of our lands so 
that future generations will also be able 
to reap from God’s bounty. We should 
ensure that fruits and vegetables are 
able to grow naturally and provide the 
vitamins and minerals as God intended 
them to do.

The lilies of the fields know how 
to grow. Let’s support them in their 
efforts, not hinder God’s creation.

Christine Campeau is Food Campaign 
Coordinator at the Ecumenical 

Advocacy Alliance. EAA promotes a 
Food for Life campaign focusing on 

just and sustainable food production,  
consumption and the realisation of the 

right to food. 
See www.e-alliance.ch/en/s/food/.  

Christine will be involved in the Oxford 
Diocese’s Food Matters campaign in 2013. 

See www.foodmatters.org.uk for  
more  information.  

Farmers plant rice seedlings using bamboo as a guide. Photograph: Paul Jeffrey
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News

All aboard for tax 
justice
GET involved in the campaign 
to get David Cameron to tackle 
global tax dodging.
   Christian Aid and Church 
Action on Poverty have teamed 
up to get the Prime Minister to 
to stop companies and wealthy 
individuals slashing their tax bills 
by using legal loopholes and 
offshore tax havens. 
   As the Door was going to 
press the Tax Justice Bus  - a 
bright red double decker- was 
due to arrive in the oxford 
Diocese to share the message of 
tax injustice and equip Christians 
to do something about it. it is 
believed that £35 billion is lost 
every year to tax dodging – more 
than the Government is cutting 
from public services.
   To find out how to stop tax 
dodging see  www.christianaid.
org.uk/tax-bus.

I.D. youth weekend
YounG church goers in school 
years 10 to 13 in Berkshire are 
invited to the i.D. youth weekend 
next month.  
   The Bishop of Reading the 
Rt Revd Andrew Proud and 
Dicoesan Youth Worker ian 
Macdonald are planning the 
weekend of fun, exploring faith 
and discipleship. it will look at 
challenges facing young people 
and give them the chance to 
share their ideas on how to 
prepare for confirmation.
   The event takes place on 3 and 
4 november at the St Cassian’s 
Centre, Kintbury and  costs £20. 
For more details contact ian on 
ian.macdonald@oxford.anglican.
org or 01865 208253.

Ascot organist
MoRE than £400 was raised 
for church music funds during an 
organ and piano concert at All 
Saints, Ascot.
   Alex Goodwin, fresh from 
a year as an organ scholar at 
Chichester Cathedral, played 
a range of music from Bach to 
Dupre. Alex is the son of Chris 
Goodwin, All Saints’ Director of 
Music. The next concert in the 
church will be on 28 october 
and will feature violinist Linda 
hannah and pianist Su Mei Kong.  

Safeguarding blog
ThE Diocese of oxford’s 
Safeguarding officer Stephen 
Barber has launched a blog.
   The blog will carry advice for 
churches on how to protect 
children and vulnerable people 
and handle potentially sensitive 
situations. it will also help 
church leaders understand 
the latest legislation. Go to 
http:oxfordsafeguarding.blogspot.
co.uk to read the blog. 

IN BRIEF

John Henry Newman is 
the first to benefit from the 
expertise and resources 
provided by the Diocese’s new 
Oxford Diocese Schools Multi 
Academy Trust (MAT). Work 
has already gone in to raising 
standards and the school is 
expected to have risen up the 
ranks of UK primaries when 
the league tables are released 
in the autumn.

Mrs Davey said: “We are 
encouraged by the recent 
improvements that have seen 
standards raised for children 
at John Henry Newman. I am 
excited about the opportunities 
offered by our new trust. We 
are committed to supporting 
schools in making a difference 
in the communities they serve 
and we look forward to working 
alongside parish churches to 
give children a firm foundation 
for their lives.”

Ms Biggin said: “We have 
already begun a journey of 
significant improvement in 
standards and achievement 
at John Henry Newman. 
The move to academy status 
sponsored by the Diocese will 
enable us to have an impact 
on the educational and 
aspirational outcomes for our 
school community.

“We are delighted that the 
John Henry Newman Academy 
is being sponsored by our 
church family. It is really 
important that we are able to 

maintain our core values as a 
Christian school and set our 
sights on higher achievement 
in the years to come.”

Buckingham Park was 
commissioned by Buckingham 
County Council on behalf of 
the main housing contractor 
on the new Buckingham Park 
estate. The Oxford Diocese will 
operate the primary school, 
which has close links to St 
James Church, Bierton. Nick 
Waldron, headteacher, said: 

“There is a really exciting and 
positive vibe in the school and 
staff and pupils have settled in 
really well. It’s exciting because 
our nursery opens in January 
and with new  classes opening 
every year, a sense that the 
school is evolving at every 
turn. It’s also good to provide 
something central for the 
Buckingham Park community. 
People who moved here when 
the first houses were built 
have been here for four years 
without any central shops or 
community centre.”

The school will run as a 
voluntary aided Church of 
England Primary School with 
initial capacity for two classes 
for Reception children aged 
four to five and a class for 
children in years one and two, 
aged five to seven. It will grow 
year on year until it reaches its 
full capacity. 

A nursery will open in January 
2013 with a capacity for up to 
78 children attending for 15 
hours per week.  

ConTinuED FRoM PAGE onE 

A special start to 
the new school year

Running 100 miles for Project Rainbow

eDDIe Izzard ran 43 marathons, David Walliams swam 140 miles in 
thames and last year the Revd David Andrew and his family cycled 
more than 1,000 miles.

So Bob Crittenden and Andy Eden from St Mary’s, White Waltham 
decided to run a gruelling 100 miles in three days, from Lechlade to 
Maidenhead to raise money for Project Rainbow. The project aims to 
build a centre in the churchyard for children’s work and community 
activities.  The run followed the Andrew family’s cycle ride, to raise funds 
for the same project, last summer. 

The challenge, in mid-September started in Lechlade where Andy 
and Bob ran along the Thames Path through Gloucestershire and 
Oxfordshire, arriving in Iffley, Oxford where they spent the night at the 
Tree Hotel. The next morning the Bishop of Oxford, the Rt Revd John 
Pritchard, sent them off from Iffley Lock towards Reading. After another 
37 miles they were set to stay at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Caversham, 
before completing the last 30 miles of their journey – to Maidenhead.

Bishop John said: “I couldn’t contemplate running 100 miles so I stand 
in awe of this run, which is supporting Project Rainbow – a tremendously 
worthwhile venture.”

Bob said: “It was absolutely exhausting. On the Saturday I met up with 
children and grandchildren and my daughter came and ran part of the 
route with us. We walked about 15 miles of it, but that was fine as the 
timing was right and it meant that we were using different muscle groups. 
We had a nice finish in Maidenhead at the end of the afternoon but were 
very tired. We raised about £3,000. It is encouraging to have raised that 
amount of money.”

 To sponsor Bob and Andy go to www.projectrainbow.org.uk  and click 
on 100 mile run. 

Bob, left and Andy meet Bishop John at Iffley Lock before day two of their 
gruelling 100 mile run. Photograph: Jo Duckles

RECEIVING news that Kumba 
Iron Ore Mine are shortly to install 
a wind powered irrigation system 
in his parish village of Logaganeng, 
a jubilant Fr David Tue told his 
congregation in St. Paul’s Anglican 
Church in Mothibistad, “This is 
great news for all of us.”

It is especially good news for the 
Valley of Hope team’ headed by 
Priscilla Molema and Ivy Molema. 
Valley of Hope is the project arm 
of the two linked parishes of 
Mothibistad and the Benefice of 
Icknield that has been financed 
for five years by the Icknield 
Benefice. The Valley of Hope 
(UK) Charity was established in 
2010, which then took on the 
responsibility for providing 
monthly grocery parcels for the 
poor and those affected by HIV/
AIDs. 

In 2009 Pauline Verbe and 
Dorothy Ackerman began work 
on developing the Garden Project 
so that people could grow their 
own fruit and vegetables to 
supplement the grocery parcels. 
In December 2011 Pauline and 
Priscilla Molema presented the 

Valley of Hope Business Plan to 
Anglo American’s Kumba Iron 
Ore Mine in Kathu asking for 
funding for an irrigation system. 

Hearing their application 
has been successful has given a 
significant boost to the morale 
of the link between the Oxford 
Diocese and the Diocese of 
Kimberley and Kuruman

The Revd Christopher Evans, 
Chairman of the link between 
Icknield K&K link and the Valley 
of Hope charity, said: “We are 
hugely grateful for the generous 
support being given to our project 
by Anglo American’s Kumba Iron 
Ore Mine in Kathu and for the 
advice and support given to us by 
members of the link committee 
in both the Diocese of Oxford 
and the Diocese of Kimberley and 
Kuruman.

“We hope that this partnership 
with Anglo-American will be 
the beginning of a very fruitful 
relationship with them that may 
also lead to further developments 
in other areas and parishes in 
the Diocese of Kimberley and 
Kuruman.”

New irrigation system in K&KGet ready for Plough Wednesday

PLOUGH Wednesday is an 
annual training day for anyone 
interested in agricultural 
and rural issues run by the 
Diocesan Rural Officer and the 
rural team.

Plough Wednesday 2013 
will be held in Haddenham 
Benefice on Wednesday 16 
January. Lined up is a visit to 
a farm and there will be an 
opportunity to hear about a 
new major solar energy project. 

Matt Freer, the Diocesan 
Environment Adviser, will 

also be launching  the “Food 
Matters 2013” campaign.   In 
the afternoon there will be a 
visit to a school which has some 
environmental projects. 

The event begins at 10am 
at Haddenham Church Centre 
and will end after a short act 
of worship at Kingsey Church 
by 4pm. 

Booking details are available 
from Canon Glyn Evans, the 
Diocesan Rural Officer on 
07581 491713 or glynevans@
gmail.com.
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Deciding on a school for your children 
is a tremendously important choice. 
In many cases a child’s primary 
and secondary education can have 
repercussions throughout life. 
With growing concerns surrounding much of 
education in Britain today, it should come as little 
surprise that Christian and independent schools 
maintain their popularity with parents, providing a 
strong spiritual and moral basis in all that they do. 
The more disciplined style of education seems to 
bear fruit and their academic results continue to 
impress and in many cases improve. 

For children with particular talents the 
acceptance at specific schools can give them a 
strong start to life. It could be a talent for singing or 
possibly sport. 

Over one third of British medal winners in the 
2012 London Olympics were educated at fee-
paying schools, which educate just 7% of the 
school population, a study by the Sutton Trust 
reveals.

Over half of Olympic winning rowers meanwhile 
were privately educated – compared with just under 
a third (coming from state comprehensive schools, 
with the remainder from grammars.

The research also finds that one in ten of British 
Olympic winners who attended a British university 
went to Oxford or Cambridge, and 60% attended a 
selective university.

Sir Peter Lampl, Chairman of the Sutton Trust, 
said: “While we congratulate all our Olympic 
winners, this research shows that independent 
school students are more than 5 times over-
represented amongst our medal winners relative to 
their proportion in the population – which is also the 
case at leading universities and in the professions 
more generally.

“This comes as no surprise as children in 
independent schools benefit from ample time set 
aside for sport, excellent sporting facilities and 
highly qualified coaches, while in many state 
schools sport is not a priority, and sadly playing 
fields have been sold off.”

A lot of prayer and advice will be undertaken in 
deciding what path to follow, even when inherent 
talents seem to make the choice a little more 
obvious. For younger Christians the path may have 
already been discussed when choosing subjects 
for A levels but for many older Christians starting 
a course could well be a part of a change in life’s 
direction.

Advertisement Feature

If you, or someone you know 
would like more information 
about  ACTS or would like to 

make an application, 
please contact: 

Laura Alm  Tel: 01837 851240, 
Fax: 01837 851520, 

laura.alm@gilead.org.uk

Addiction

Counselling

Training

School

www.gilead.org.uk

offering a residential rehabilitation program, called 
KEY, for people with life-controlling addictions, such 
as drug or alcohol abuse, homelessness, gambling, 
eating disorders, self harm, and other addictive 
behaviours. Based on a 300 acre dairy farm in rural 
Devon, Gilead also offers the following training in 
addiction counselling:

- Restoration Ministry (11 courses) 150 hours
- Recovery Support Counselling   (17 courses) 280 hours
- Addiction Studies (23 courses)  350 hours

Gilead Foundations is also offering
- Biblical Systematic theology
- The Holy Spirit
- The Person of Jesus Christ

At Gilead Foundations we use the 
Genesis Process Relapse Prevention programme 
with our clients. This training and the Genesis tools 
are used throughout the programme at Gilead: We 
also have a correspondence course on counselling by 
Jay Adams

Gilead Foundations is a Therapeutic Community, 

Reg. Charity no. 277077

ST. JOSEPH’S COLLEGE
Reading • BERKSHIRE

Open EVENING
Thursday 4 October 2012  

6.30pm - 9.00pm
To reserve a place at the Open Evening, 

please call the Registrar on 0118 966 1000 
or email admissions@sjcr.org.uk 
We look forward to seeing you.

www.sjcr.org.uk

TheDoorOpenEveningAd63x100Sept2012V2.indd   1 19/09/2012   11:46 am

A lifelong activity
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News
IN BRIEFRiding and striding for historic churches
Ethical debate
EXPERTS will be debating the 
importance of ethical investment at a free 
event in oxford this month. 

The morning will start with worship and 
end with lunch including tasting sessions 
with Palestinian olive oil producers 
Zaytoun and oxfordshire based plush 
chocolates. Panellists are Diana Mills, 
co-ordinator of the national Justice 
and Peace network Ethical investment 
Group, Revd Canon Andrew Studdert-
Kennedy, Team Rector of Marlborough, 
Steve hucklesbuy, Policy Adviser in the 
Joint Public issues team serving Baptist, 
Methodist and united Reform Churches 
and Carol Wills, non-Executive Director 
of Shared interest.

The event, organised by ethical 
investment company Shared interest 
starts at 9am on Saturday 6 october 
and takes place at the Wesley Memorial 
Chapel, new inn hall Street.

School admission panel 
members needed
PAnELLiSTS are needed for school 
admission appeals hearings in the Diocese 
of oxford.
   Volunteers both with a background in 
education and lay people who have never 
worked in schools are needed to make up 
the panels. Each panel consists of three 
people and has to include one person who 
has a background in education and one who 
does not. For a full description of what the 
role involves see www.oxford.anglican.org. 
For more information email christine.jones@
oxford.anglican.org or call Christine on 
01865 208279. 

Archway invitation
ThE Archway Foundation is celebrating 
its 30th anniversary on Monday 1 
october 2012. 
   The charity that works to serve those 
hurt by loneliness is hosting an art 
installation and display of the high Street 
in oxford. it will give the public the 
chance to see what service users and 
volunteers have been doing. 
 There will be an opportunity to hear 
more about Archway’s work and the way 
it has touched the lives of oxfordshire 
people. 
   Archway staff and trustees will be 
available in St Columba’s Church in 
Alfred Street to tell the whole story and 
explain our vision for the future. Join 
us for light refreshments from 5.30 - 
6.30pm.

There will also be a special Monday 
social event at 7.00 pm when the Bishop 
of oxford, the Rt Revd John Pritchard will 
talk briefly on ‘The Art of Friendship’. 

Charles Baker of the Oxfordshire Historic Churches Trust out striding around Oxford’s Cowley Deanery with Bishop John. Photograph by KT Bruce 
Below is St Francis, Terriers in High Wycombe where works are being supported by the Buckinghamshire Historic Churches Trust. 

ONCE again people across Oxfordshire, Berkshire and 
Buckinghamshire walked, rode horses and cycled as they discovered 
some of the Oxford Diocese’s historic churches.

The annual Ride and Stride took place on 8 September and 
while it is too early to say how many people took part and how 
much was likely to have been raised, the day was sunny which 
made for a great event.

Alison Shaw, of the Oxfordshire Historic Churches Trust, said: 
“The sponsorship is divided equally between the church of the 
participant’s choice and the Trust. Last year over £121,000 was 
raised in Oxfordshire on the day, and it is hoped that this year 
will have been as successful. 

“The Trust gives grants to churches, Anglican, Roman Catholic 
and other denominations, for repairs and refurbishments and 
the StRide contributes approximately a quarter of the Trust’s 
income each year.”

Over 500 churches were open across Oxfordshire; welcomers 
in many of the churches are also sponsored and they provide 
much needed refreshment for those who visit. Bishop John 
took part in the ride and stride with Charles Baker, chairman 
of the Oxfordshire Historic Churches Trust around the Cowley 
Deanery. 

Nationally more than 20,000 people took part in the Ride 
and Stride with church buildings being open between 10am 
and 6pm and refreshments and snacks on offer for participants. 
The event started in Suffolk in 1982 and since then has raised 
more than £29 million nationally. The oldest participants have 
included a 101-year-old from Oxfordshire. 

One church that has benefitted from a Buckinghamshire 
Historic Churches Trust grant is St Francis of Assissi in the 
Terriers, High Wycombe. The listed building is undergoing a 
£200,000 restoration programme. It is the only church in the 
Diocese to have been designed by Sir Giles Gilbert Scott and is a 
prominent Wycombe landmark. 

It is visible from as far away as the M40 and the railway line. 
It was consecrated by Bishop Thomas Strong of Oxford on 
11th October 1930. Since then the combination of its exposed 
position and the English climate has caused such damage to the 
fabric that the church is now on the national list of “heritage at 
risk” buildings.
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Spotlight on
Wycliffe Bible Translators

I headed to the headquarters of 
the Wycliffe Bible Translators 
this summer, where I met chief 
executive Eddie Arthur and 
was shown around by members 

of the Communications’ Team. The 
Buckinghamshire centre is the base 
for a global operation that brings 
Bible translation and with it literacy to 
previously unreached “people groups”. 
The centre has the feel of a large 
holiday camp, with offices and chalet 
style accommodation for the various 
courses run by the translators. There 
is also an interactive information 
centre telling the stories of Bible 
translation from around the world. It 
comes  complete with a room filled 
with beanbags where visitors can chill 
out and reflect on what they have 
learned as worship music plays in the 
background. 

As the Door was going to press an 
official announcment was made stating 
the Wycliffe Centre is to be sold off 
because running it was taking time and 
energy from  the organisation’s core 
purpose. 

Wycliffe works in 1,700 languages 
and has 450 members. It began in 
1958 when one of the first missionaries 
went into Kouya on the Ivory Coast, 
where they were initially rejected by 
the locals. But one man,  Touali Bahi 
Laurent became a Christian that year. 
He realised his encounter with Jesus 
had made a change in his life but he 
did not fully understand this faith and 
struggled to share it with others. He 
could read the Bible in French and 
began praying for someone to translate 

it into other lanuguages. 
Thirty years later Eddie and his wife 

Sue turned up to help and 14 years 
later Touali held a copy of the New 
Testament translated into his local 
language in his hand. 

“Every day of my childhood this 
cocoa farmer was praying for us and 
we were the answer to his prayer,” says 
Eddie, who told me of the diverse work 
of the Wycliffe Bible Translators.

“Basically we provide professional 
training to enable people to live in 
a rural community and develop an 
alphabet to translate the Bible. We 
support people in those communities 
and do fundraising work for them. We 
pray for churches that don’t have the 
Bible and support them financially.” 
Despite the Bible being available in 
about 2,000 languages, around 340m 
people don’t have a bit of scripture. 
“I’m not just passionate about this 
because I believe in the Bible, but 
because I believe that alongside 
Bible translation comes literacy and 
education for populations.”

He recounted a story one of his 
friends tells about a mother living in 
Chad and working in his house. The 
doctor gave her medicine for her baby, 
but the child died of an overdose 
because she couldn’t read the label 
and did not know how to administer it. 
“Lack of education kills,” says Eddie.

The United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organisation 
(UNESCO) has shown the best way to 
decrease infant mortality is to teach 
mothers to read and write. When 
women have access to education they 
can take control of their own lives and 
their children live longer. 

Wycliffe also provide a trauma 
healing service – a Christian, Bible-
based conselling tool to help people 
get through severe trauma. This has 
been translated into local languages 
and used to help people learn to 
forgive and move on. “It aims to help 
people take the trauma and abuse 
they have suffered to the cross and 
leave it with Christ,” says Eddie.  It has 
been designed by African pastors to 
meet the needs of African popultions. 
Wycliffe staff have been asked to come 
to the UK to teach these courses for 
use in refugee centres here. 

Eddie, who lived on the Ivory Coast 
for 12 years, is inspired by the faith 
of Christians in Africa. “They have 
a real faith that is put into practice. 
People are still going to church in Jos 
in Nigeria every Sunday. Every week 
the churches are full even though you 
hear of a bomb in a church there every 
Sunday.”

So how does Eddie think Christians 
in the UK can help Wycliffe Bible 
Translators in their work? He said: 
“What I’d really like is to see people 
committing to pray for a people 
group somewhere in the world that 
does not have a Bible. If people 
have a languages background or 
are interested in Christian based 
development we’d be delighted to 
talk to them about how they can get 
involved.”

Last year marked the 400th 
Anniversary of the then 
controversial King James Version 
of the Bible. Jo Duckles visited 
the headquarters of a group of 
modern-day missionaries who 
work to translate the Word into 
new languages. 

Supporting the Aweer
SINce the early 1990s the congregation of Holy trinity 
Seer Green has supported the Aweer people in north east 
Kenya through the Wycliffe Bible translators. the Aweer is 
an indigenous hunter gatherer tribe whose way of life has 
been threatened by changes in Kenyan laws and culture. 
they are also under threat from militants who come over 
the border from Somalia and wreak havoc with kidnappings 
and killings.
   Diana taylor of Holy trinity said that long before she 
moved to the village, church members had decided to 
explore practical ways of expressing christian love for their 
neighbours in the developing world. they decided to focus 
on specific projects including the Kisiizi mission hospital in 

Uganda; christian Aid with a focus on east Africa and Work 
Aid. the fourth project was to be more Bible based, hence 
deciding on supporting the Wycliffe Bible translators. Diana 
said: “they are on our doorstep and we wanted something 
to do with the Bible and the social literacy element of their 
work appealed to us.”
   Special offering services are held at the church, devoted 
to the work of the organisations it supports. Diana said: “We 
hope that when we hold these services, individuals will pick 
up the various ideas and run with them on a personal level 
and, while we can’t run offering services every Sunday, we 
can always think of and pray for the works and future works 
of these organisations.”

Above: Literacy can empower women to take control of their lives. Below: Men in Mali use a 
printed Bible along with a solar powered audio version. Pictures: Wycliffe Bible Translators

@ONLINE

To find out more see: 
www.wycliffe.org.uk 

Hospital of St Cross 
& Almshouse of
Noble Poverty

“England’s Oldest Almshouse”
Vacancies for Brothers

The Hospital, founded in 1132
and home to 25 retired 
laymen (Brothers), currently
has vacancies and applications
are welcomed.
A registered Charity with a
Christian foundation, the
Hospital is situated a mile
south of Winchester. Each
Brother lives independently
and occupies a flat which he
furnishes himself.
Further information and an application form are
obtainable from:
Piers Armstrong, Clerk to the Trustees
Hospital of St Cross 
Winchester, SO23 9SD
Tel: 01962 878218
E-mail: clerk@stcrosshospital.co.uk
www.stcrosshospital.co.uk
Registered Charity No. 202751

CHURCH PEWS
UNCOMFORTABLE?

WHY NOT TRY SAFEFOAM’S TOP QUALITY
UPHOLSTERED FOAM PEW CUSHIONS?

www.safefoam.co.uk Freephone 0800 015 44 33
Free Sample Pack of foam & fabrics sent by first class mail

When phoning please quote TD1012

Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green,
Hoghton, Preston PR5 0SN

Arranging a funeral is a stressful 
and demanding time.
Five generations of experience:
we know we will make a 
difference.

Reading head office  0118 957 3650
Other branches: Wokingham, Bracknell,
Henley-on-Thames, Thatcham

www.abwalker.co.uk

Look after those you care for the most.....
Making a Will and/or a Lasting Power Attorney?

These documents can make life so much easier 
for those you care for.

Use someone that’s properly quali� ed and who 
is approved by Trading Standards.

This makes sure that you receive good advice.

Call me for a FREE NO OBLIGATION meeting in a 
place and at a time to suit you.

Paul Beck MA MSWW

Member of The Society of Will Writers 
and A�  liate Member of STEP.
Tel 01628 777620
Email: paul.beck@appliedls.co.uk
www.appliedls.co.uk

To Advertise in The Door

Please Call

 01752 225623
or email

roy@cornerstonevision.com
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Family

PuPiLS were treated to a a gift for their school bags at a special child friendly service 
for Back to School Sunday on 2 September at St Mary’s Church, Charlbury. The children 
and two new teachers who were starting at the village primary were prayed for during the 
service. That morning also saw a Path of Pounds and ice Cream Sundae event taking 
place at St Mary’s. The path of pounds saw £1,400 raised as £1 coins placed side by side 
stretched 35 metres around the churchyard. The money raised was for repairs to the church 
following a fire earlier this year. ice creams and tea and cake helped boost the total amount 
of money raised and their were family games around the churchyard.  Photos: St Mary’s, 
Charlbury. 

Back to School Sunday

New child-friendly Eucharist
TWO new Eucharistic Prayers for school 
and church have been published – both 
composed to involve children and capture 
their imaginations as fully as possible in 
the preparation and celebration of Holy 
Communion. 
   The Revd Mary Hawes, National Going 
for Growth (Children’s and Youth) Adviser, 
said: “These prayers have been specially 
written to unlock a child’s imagination 
whilst being arresting and brief so that 
they can be learned by heart. Children 
can lead particular sections and engage 
with worship through art and music. I 
fully commend their use in churches and 
schools.”

Recognising that the attendance 
of children at all-age celebrations 
has increased, and taking account of 
the Dearing Report’s emphasis on the 
importance of the Church’s mission 
work with schools, the General Synod 
commissioned the House of Bishops to 
compile the prayers in 2008.

Guidance material encourages celebrants 
to think carefully about how best to 
prepare a room that may also be used for 

school dinners or gymnastics, and “use 
imagination and allow space for an entire 
liturgical experience”, “leaving room for 
silence and mystery”; it suggests inviting 
children to make bread and banners, 
and play uplifting music on their own 
instruments, and covers practical matters 
such as the height of the Communion 
table. 

Alongside the free online versions of the 
two new Eucharistic Prayers (at http://
tinyurl.com/9d4u3es) Church House 
Publishing (CHP) has published the texts 
and guidance in a range of useful formats: 
Common Worship Additional Eucharistic 
Prayers: with Guidance on Celebrating the 
Eucharist with Children is available as a 
booklet (ISBN 978 07151 2225 9, £5.99) 
from booksellers or direct from http://
www.chpub l i sh ing . co .uk/produc t .
asp?id=2398033. 

A Kindle Edition of the booklet is 
available http://tinyurl.com/9v8d8djThe 
services and guidance are also available in 
Visual Liturgy Live, CHP’s worship-planning 
software www.visualliturgylive.net.

A MANGA-style adaptation of the 
Christmas story is available for free for 
schools and youth workers.

The comic, Journey out of the 
Darkness, is aimed at 10 to 14-year-olds 
and was published by SGM Lifewords 
after research by ChurchAds.net revealed 
that only seven per cent of 18 to 24-year-
olds know the Christmas story. 

SGM LifeWords Executive Director 
Danielle Welch said: “If you’re passionate 
about changing that statistic for this next 
generation, then we would love to help. 
We want to give away as many copies 
of this brand-new Christmas comic as 
possible. 

“If you’re a youth worker, a parent or 
a schools worker, and you can give this 
to young people who may never have 
read the Bible before, we will freely 
equip you with as many copies as you can 
use. Wherever there are young people 
this Christmas we want them to know 
the story of Jesus’s birth; we hope this 
comic will speak their language and help 
them to understand the love of God for 
themselves.”

SGM Lifewords is a charity that has 
been sharing Bible stories since 1888. It 
produces literature and online resources, 
develops mission programmes for 
marginalised communities and pioneers 
new ways for people to explore the Bible. 

Free Manga Christmas comic book

@ONLINE
The free 24-page comic can be 
ordered from  
www.sgmlifewords.com or by calling 
020 7730 2155. 

ACTIVITIES for children of all ages to 
help families share the meaning of 
Advent and Christmas are included in 

Family Fun for Christmas (BRF £4.99).
The book contains ways to learn more, 

have fun and celebrate the festive season 
at home as a family, whether you prefer 
cookery, craft, construction, challenges or 
chatting.

The activities are structured to take 
the family from Advent to Christmas Day 
and on into New Year. The book includes 
instructions on making an Advent Calender, 
creating Christmas decorations, as well as 
word searches and other puzzles. 

The Door has three copies to give away. To 
win, send a postcard with your name and 
address to Family Fun competition, The 
Door, Diocesan Church House, Oxford, OX2 
0NB. The closing date for entries is Friday 12 
October. 

Win a book of Christmas activities

THE MEANINGFUL Chocolate 
Company  has once again produced tasty 
Christmas tree decorations complete with 
an illustrated copy of the Christmas story 
and  a nativity character sticker set. 

The treats are an interactive gift to help 
share the Christmas story with children.  
   To order go to www.meaningfulchristmas.
co.uk or call 0845 122 2882.

A Fairtrade Christmas treat
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Salt and light
The Christian population of the Middle East is small.
But those who remain have a vital role as salt and light
in their communities, expressing Christ’s love through
social action against poverty and injustice. The charity
is right behind them, embracing the vision of its
brothers and sisters in Israel and Palestine, Lebanon
and Egypt. Chief Executive Jeremy Moodey explains
the rationale behind the change of name:

‘We want to challenge Christians in the UK to look at
the Middle East through new eyes, to see the many
needs in the region but also the wide range of local
Christian responses, whether it is healthcare, special
needs education, work for refugees or community
development. Our new name describes exactly what
we do – embracing the people of the Middle East with
Christian love and compassion’.

follow storiс
@FollowEmbrace

hлp partnрs
embraceme.org

The diverse needs in the Middle
East are growing every day. In the
context of the Arab Spring and
the continuing impasse in the
Arab-Israeli conflict, the need for
a Christian social witness in the
region has never been greater.
Yet in spite of their strong sense
of compassion and justice, many
of the UK's Christians weren’t
clear on what the charity did.
Market research revealed a
widespread misconception that it
distributed Bibles, and there were
many instances of it being
mistaken for Bible Society.

Embrace’s Christian partners in
the Middle East have given the

new name the seal of approval.
One partner, who runs a project
counselling at-risk youth in Beirut,
said: ‘the new name is very
evocative not only in an
emotional sense but also
spiritually, because one cannot
stop oneself from thinking of
Jesus “embracing the cross” ... in
the open hands one can see the
hands of Christ, of which ours are
but an extension’.

Embrace the Middle East is looking
forward to an exciting new phase in
its long history of supporting
Christian social action in a
beautiful, dynamic, misunderstood
region of God’s world.

Christian
development
Charity
embraCes 
the future

The Christian population of the
Middle East is small. But those
who remain have a vital role as
salt and light in their
communities, expressing Christ’s
love through social action against
poverty and injustice. The charity
is right behind them, embracing
the vision of its brothers and
sisters in Israel and Palestine,
Lebanon and Egypt. Chief
Executive Jeremy Moodey
explains the rationale behind the
change of name:

‘We want to challenge Christians
in the UK to look at the Middle
East through new eyes, to see the
many needs in the region but also
the wide range of local Christian
responses, whether it is
healthcare, special needs
education, work for refugees or
community development. Our
new name describes exactly what
we do – embracing the people of
the Middle East with Christian
love and compassion’.

www.мbracмe.org

Salt and light

The hands of Christ

Building on its 158-year history,

the Christian development charity

BibleLands looks to the future as

Embrace the Middle East – and its

Bethlehem Carol Sheet is now

without a price tag.

The Middle East is complicated. Its political
and religious conflicts mean it’s often easier
for us here in the UK to step back and be
glad we're well out of it. Our TV screens
show riots and bombs. When planning a
relaxing holiday destination, Ramallah,
Beirut and Cairo's Tahrir Square aren't the
first places that spring to mind.

But if you look beyond the media images
and visit the Middle East, what you find are
people. Resourceful, friendly, capable
people who approach life with a sense of
humour and a sense of justice.

BibleLands, which has produced the popular
Bethlehem Carol Sheet for the past 59
years, has reinforced its commitment to the
people of the Middle East with a radical
overhaul of its name and logo. Becoming
Embrace the Middle East, the charity aims
to raise £20 million over the next five years
to support Christian-led organisations
working in education, healthcare and
community development for the region’s

most disadvantaged people.

Bethlehem Carol Sheet giveaway
As part of its new brand, Embrace has relaunched the Bethlehem Carol
Sheet, which is available now – free of charge. Rather than make a modest
profit on sales, the charity is keen to use the carol sheet to highlight the
work of its Christian partners, as well as to help churches take the real
message of Christmas out into their communities.

To order the new Bethlehem Carol Sheet, FREE, visit
www.embracechristmas.org or call 01227 811646. 
Postage costs apply.

Diocean Press Advertorial 340x261.AW:Layout 1  05/09/2012  14:38  Page 1
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Having chatted with a 
friend who was helping 
to organise the Festival of 
Prayer, I decided that what 
wouldn’t kill me might 

actually help to make me stronger, writes 
Dermot O’Gorman. It was in this frame 
of mind that I headed for Ripon College 
on Saturday July 7th. Having found 
myself “in the gods” for the opening 
address. I then sat in on a workshop 
on The Jesus Prayer, given by The Revd 
Canon Hugh Wybrew. Speaking with a 
simplicity that I would expect from a 
man of prayer, he shared a bit of his 
own journey in prayer and the formative 
influence of a retreat that he had made 
many years ago under the guidance of 
Fr Sophrony and the Community at 
Tolleshunt Knights, in Essex. Central to 
his story was the place that  praying the 
Jesus Prayer had in developing his life 
of prayer. 

Sometimes, when a person finds a 
“pearl of great price” they can give 
the impression that this is the only 
way to union with God. In an effort to 
sell the method to others, it can have 
the adverse effect of putting them off. 
However, Fr Hugh gently led us through 
various aspects covering such topics as 
the various forms of the Jesus Prayer, 
ways of praying it, the suggested posture 
and the spirituality from which it arose.

He reminded us that there was no 
substitute for praying the prayer and so, 
for the last 10 minutes of the workshop, 
he led us with the prayer: “Lord, Jesus, 
Christ, Son of God, have mercy on us”. 

I found the workshop so enriching that 
I decided to attend it again towards the 
end of the day and it will remain the 
highlight of the day’s experience for 
me. We were encouraged to attempt 
praying the prayer for a period of 10 
to 15 minutes a day, as a start. A phrase 
that I particularly remember Fr Hugh 
using was how it was ideal for praying as 
you queue at a supermarket checkout.

We’re told that the proof of the 
pudding is in the eating, so I decided 
that I would try and commit myself to 
15 minutes each day. Since then this 
has grown to an hour each day broken 
into various periods, depending on my 
commitments. It’s now the last prayer 
that I pray as I steal away into the land 
of nod and the one that I pray as soon 
as I wake up in the mornings. 

Initially I had various questions that 
I wanted to ask about, such as the 
constant repetition of a phrase, the 
use of beads in actually counting the 
times you recite the prayer, but I trust 
that these will become less important as 
the prayer begins to be prayed within 
me. Where the journey will lead I do 
not know. Conscious of the fact that 
in prayer, the only thing that God 
requires of us is our attention, I am 
willing to allow it to take me where it 
will. Hopefully, after praying the prayer 
for as many years as Fr Hugh has, I will, 
like him, become someone beautiful for 
God and for others. 

Dermot O’Gorman is a chiropractor with 
two teenage daughters. He worships at St 
Aidan’s Church, near Aylesbury.

Feature

A prayer experience

                                                 

The Jesus Prayer is one of the simplest forms of prayer, writes Hugh Wybrew.  
Its classic form is ‘Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me, a 
sinner.’  An alternative form is ‘Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on 

me/us.’ There is much to be said for this form of the prayer used with ‘us’, which 
gives the prayer a communal dimension. 

The origins of the prayer go back to monastic circles in the fourth and fifth 
centuries. Its use spread widely throughout the Eastern Orthodox Church from 
the fourteenth century, and came to be used by lay people as well as by monks. 
In the twentieth century it became popular among Western Christians, as a 
prayer which can be used equally by beginners and those with some experience 
of prayer.

It is usually said slowly, with the eyes closed. The use of an Orthodox prayer 
rope with one hundred knots helps concentration. It is usually said sitting, but 
can equally well be said standing or kneeling. Whatever posture is adopted, 
a relaxed attentiveness should be cultivated. Breathing should be deep and 
deliberate. 

The aim of the prayer, said a nineteenth-century Russian monk and bishop, 
is ‘To stand before God with the mind in the heart’. As with all prayer, it is the 
Holy Spirit who does the real praying in us. The use of the name of Jesus is 
central, and reflects the biblical understanding that God is present in his name. 
Since the Spirit makes Christ present in us, and in Christ the Father is present, it 
is God who prays in us, drawing us to himself.

The Jesus Prayer is closely associated with what the Orthodox tradition calls 
the prayer of the heart.  ‘Heart’ in this context means not our emotions, but our 
deepest self, as it does in the Bible. An anonymous nineteenth-century Russian 
pilgrim said the prayer many times a day, and one day found the prayer was 
praying itself in his heart without any conscious decision of his own. This can 
occasionally be the experience of those who have used the prayer regularly for 
some time. The Jesus prayer should be practised in the context of our regular 
common prayer as members of the Church, and of our efforts to shape our lives 
by the commandments of love. 

Helpful books on the theory and practice of the prayer are: The Power of the 
Name: the Jesus Prayer in Orthodox Spirituality, by Bishop (now Metropolitan) 
Kallistos of Diokleia. Fairacres Publication, SLG Press, Convent of the Incarnation, 
Fairacres, Oxford. A clear and concise account. The Jesus Prayer  by Simon 
Barrington Ward, Bible Reading Fellowship. Based on an Anglican bishop’s 
long experience of using the prayer. Amazon lists his books and also provides a 
link to an hour’s talk he once gave on the Jesus Prayer. The Way of a Pilgrim and 
The Pilgrim continues his Way, translated by Helen Bacovcin and published by 
Doubleday. Classic of Orthodox spirituality.                      

 The Revd Canon Hugh Wybrew is  a retired priest and an Honorary Canon of 
Christ Church, Oxford.

This summer’s festival season was again immeasurably enriched by a return of 
the Festival of Prayer, which first came onto the scene in 2011, writes Olivia 
Graham. Building on both the success achieved and the lessons learnt from 

last year, the Festival of Prayer 2012 offered a magnificent breadth of content with a 
gentleness of pace and warm hospitality.  Ripon College Cuddesdon again provided 
the venue,  the weather was better behaved than last year, and nearly 180 people 
enjoyed a rich and varied assortment of experiences to help and encourage them 
on their walk with God.

Renowned theologian and broadcaster Canon Angela Tilby opened the 
Festival with a fascinating keynote talk which looked at the roots of Christian 
spirituality and exposed the false divide between ‘doing’ and ‘being’ which so 
often unhelpfully separates those who pray from those who are engaged with 
mission.  Christian spirituality has never been a thing apart from everyday life, 
but something completely engaged with it.  As Angela pointed out “Monks 
are missionaries and missionaries are contemplatives”.  The full talk can be  
downloaded from  http://tinyurl.com/8v2qb47. 

Four workshop ‘slots’ during the day then offered a rich and varied 
programme of input and engagement.  There was a deliberate decision this 
year to provide sessions both for those who wished to ‘taste and see’ and for 
those who came to deepen their understanding of prayer.  Among the riches on 
offer were workshops on icons, desert spirituality, Ignatian, Franciscan, Celtic 
and Benedictine prayer, mysticism, the labyrinth, silence, Julian of Norwich, 
spiritual direction, and the Jesus Prayer, which Dermot O’Gorman writes about 
below.  The parish church became home for the day to a wonderful and vibrant 
series of modern icons by local artist Siobhan Fraser, and the college field 
offered a labyrinth cut into the grass for those who wanted space and time to 
walk, think and pray.

The Rt Revd Colin Fletcher, the Bishop of Dorchester’s message to the 
Festival was both wise and encouraging: “Do not overindulge or you will get 
indigestion, and try to take something away which may be of help to those in 
your parish.”  God truly blessed the day;  may he bless its outworking in the 
lives of those who came.

‘It’s now the last prayer 
that I pray as I steal away 
into the land of nod...’

‘Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on us.’

‘...in prayer the only thing 
that God requires of us is 
our attention...’

Photo: Istock. 
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Feature

London 2012: How was it for you?

We’ve come to the end 
of an extraordinary 
summer and what 
a summer it has 
been. “Inspire a 

Generation” was the motto of the 
London 2012 Games, writes Janet 
Binns. The promise to deliver an 
Olympics and Paralympics legacy 
was a crucial part of London’s 
successful bid seven years ago and 
those words have been repeated 
many times since. There is no doubt 
that the Games have generated an 
incredible enthusiasm for sport 
and competition. Yet, there is so 
much more that has been achieved 
than even the organisers, corporate 
sponsors and partners would have 
dared to imagine.   

My time in the Athletes’ 
Village during the Olympics and 
the Rowing Village during the 
Paralympics was one of the best 
experiences of my life. People have 
asked what the role involved. In short 
it is about helping every athlete, official 
and staff member to do their best while 
keeping their involvement of being 
part of what is billed as ‘The Greatest 
Show on Earth’ in perspective. For 
every athlete after years of training the 
chance to be on the podium is in sight, 
for some it’s about achieving their very 
best while for others any less than a 

gold medal would be a disappointment. 
The Chaplaincy provided a safe place 
for reflection, prayer, worship and 
support, which for many is key to their 
preparation.

It has indeed been a glorious 
summer and Great Britain has 
surpassed the goals set for both the 
Olympic and Paralympic Games 
but now the return to normality, 
the humdrum of life and the 
work of inspiring a generation 
becomes a reality. For the Church 
the 2012 Games has been just 
as awe inspiring as some of the 
performances we have seen. The 
double gold medal of Mo Farrah, 
the focused determination of 
Jessica Ennis and the surprise but 
well-earned win of Jonnie Peacock 
over Oscar Pretorius in one of the 
Paralympics 100 metre sprints are 
just some examples.

Churches across the Diocese of 
Oxford have stepped up to organise 
activities well before the Games 
commenced with record breaking 
numbers putting on events during 
the Games themselves. I’ve never 
before seen so many people talking 
to each other, whether it be on the 
train or elsewhere. One Chaplain 
reported receiving rapturous 
applause as she stepped on an 
underground train one evening 
after a shift.  As we celebrate the 
end of the Games and reflect with 
pride on all that’s been achieved 
we know that the race set before us 
continues. But more than anything 
we are assured of God’s grace 
covering each of us as we step out 
in faith to achieve his will for our 
lives.

The Games may have come to a 
close, but it’s the dedication and 
commitment of so many to bring 

Jesus’s love to our communities that 
will live on in people’s memories 
for many years to come. Whether 
you’ve helped put on an event, 
looked after an operation behind 
the scenes, or been involved in 
tidying up after an event at your 
local church, on behalf of the 
Race Before Us and the Diocese of 
Oxford we want to say thank you 
for your role in the London 2012 
Games. Summer 2012 has given 
many churches a fresh confidence, 
new contacts and a partnership 
with people we’ve not worked with 
before, so let’s make this the start, 
not the finish, and be a crucial part 
of the on-going work to inspire a 
generation.  

The Revd Janet Binns is the Olympic 
Chaplain for the Diocese of Oxford. 

One day the Olympic Village was populated 
by extraordinary specimens of humanity –
outsize men, and women, wiry marathon 

runners, bulky wrestlers, and pretty synchronised 
swimmers, writes Andrew Wingfield Digby.    

Then it was all wheelchairs, amputees and guides for 
the visually impaired. The visual change from Olympics to 
Paralympics was matched by a change in atmosphere. 

The tension, the sense of being in the presence of 
celebrity, was replaced by friendliness and cooperation. 
What all the competitors at both Games have in common 
is excellence. Melanie Reid, herself severely disabled in a 
riding accident, got it right when she wrote in The Times 
about the Paralympics “don’t garland  them as heroes…
they are all elite athletes…all they want is respect”; and my 
goodness how they got it.

My main job was to give some coordination and leadership 
to an international, multi-faith team of chaplains, with 
sports ministry experience, and vitally, contact with their 

teams; they all did a great job. 
For some odd reason I decided to lead the morning Bible 

Study on the story of Hannah (1 Samuel 1). It was about 
her disappointment at not having a child and then being 
blessed with the boy Samuel. A disappointed and deflated 
Australian pistol shooter came in, having shot badly in his 
event the day before. He sat quietly through the Bible study 
but later told us that during it his Good Friday had turned 
to Easter Day. I felt like an archer who had hit the bullseye 
for once.  

At the Paralympics a fine Kenyan runner came and told us 
he had won a gold medal as a guide to a blind sprinter. He 
was obviously a fine runner himself and I asked him why he 
sacrificed his career to be a guide. He replied that he felt 
that was what God wanted him to do and he preferred to do 
what God wanted.

The Revd Andrew Wingfield Digby is 
Vicar of St Andrew’s, North Oxford and was Director of 

Christians in Sport from 1984 to 2002. 

Over the summer, I was privileged 
to be part of the chaplaincy team 
operating from the Olympic 

sailing village in Portland, writes Jeremy 
Tear. Our responsibility was to provide 
a multi-faith chaplaincy service to the 
athletes, staff, volunteers and security 
personnel connected to the Games. 
Hence in our quiet room, provision 
was made for a number of different 
faith resource materials and we ensured 
the space was available for prayer by 
Christians, Muslims and Jews as well as 

those of no faith who wanted a space 
just to ‘be’, to take time out from their 
schedules. 

Although the quiet room was used 
by a number of people, including for 
worship, most of our contact with people 
took place on their territory, whether 
that be the sailing venue, the dining 
hall, the recreation room (interestingly 
located next to our quiet room with 
its own juke box), the polyclinic (a 
specialist on-site sports clinic) or even on 
the buses transporting people around 

the area. 
I am grateful for the amazing 

experience of getting to know people 
from across the country and the 
world who came to Weymouth and 
Portland, as well as the opportunity 
to be a listening ear and person of 
prayer in that unique environment. 

The Revd Jeremy Tear is a Community 
Priest in Caversham Thameside and 
Mapledurham and was previously chaplain 
to Macclesfield Town F.C. 

The Door reflects on the 
varied ways in which the 
Diocese of oxford has used 
the huge opportunity offered 
by the 2012 games and their 
potential legacy.

From the Olympics to the Paralympics

And from the Sailing Village

ASHBOURNE 
DERBYSHIRE 

 
 

Ideal for Peak District 
Chatsworth, Alton Towers 

 Comfortable Cottage 
Sleeps 4 

Short breaks. All year 
 www.conifercottage.biz 

01727 751070

 

Dartmouth 
Devon

 
Tel: 020 7223 5473 

 

Delightful ground floor 
flat with glorious views 

across river Dart. 
Sleeps 4: double ensuite, 

twin with bathroom, 
all mod cons.

LYNTON DEVON
A warm traditional welcome 

welcome awaits you at 
Kingford House 

✰✰✰✰ Silver Award
Enjoy excellent home cuisine Ideally 
situated for coastal & Exmoor walks.
Tel Tricia Morgan on 01598 752361 

for brochure and tariff
patriciakingford@aol.com
www.kingfordhouse.co.uk 

Insurance

Holidays at Home

To Advertise  please Call
01752 225623

Travel Insurance

CAR
HIRE

FT TRAVEL
INSURANCE

 

 

Arranged for The Door readers

IMPORTANT NOTICE
HURRY - Price increases are due in January 2013 

Buy your insurance before 30th October 2012 and get last 
years price and you could save up to £50.

Please note age restrictions apply to annual cover only

Available with most pre-existing medical conditions accepted. Specialist 
cover for people cruising and for high-cost holidays. 

Our insurance has a customer 24 hour helpline, full medical cover and, 
most importantly, an air ambulance get you home service.

TOP QUALITY ANNUAL AND SINGLE TRIP COVER

FREE MEDICAL SCREENING SERVICE AVAILABLE

Conditions apply
 Please call for details ~

0116 272 0500
Authorised & regulated by the F.S.A.

SHERBORNE
Short breaks in Dorset
Elegant, spacious, 2 bed,

apartment in listed building
close to Abbey Church.

Open all year.
Please ring for brochure:

01404 841367
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Feature

London 2012: How was it for you?
Finally the rain stopped, the sun 

broke through and people of 
all ages and abilities just had 

fun, at the first ever Paralympic 
opening night community festival. 
The free event was at the birthplace of the 
Paralympics, Stoke Mandeville Stadium. 
The event was fully inclusive for people 
with disabilities.
   The grass was decked with wheelchair-
friendly boards which meant a less soggy 
experience for everyone. There were 
opportunities to try Paralympic sport. And 
a multi-sensory area drew large numbers. 

The event was organised by the Aylesbury 
Churches Network and manned by 2,250 
volunteers from 14 churches of different 
denominations that got together to plan 
and fund the festival.

The Revd Martin Kuhrt, vicar of 
Aylesbury’s the Church of the Holy Spirit, 
said: “It was a battle during the day with 
the weather and to be standing under 
blue skies and the setting sun in the 
evening was  wonderful. 

“We are so proud of the Stoke Mandeville 
legacy. There are lots of people in my 
parish who knew Dr Ludwig Guttman 
who started it all and several people who 
work at Stoke Mandeville Hospital. 

“This was an opportunity that was not 
to be missed.”

Clive Latimer and the Revd Robert Legge, 
assistant curate at Holy Trinity, Walton, 
(pictured above) were volunteering with 
puppets Jessica and Eddie. Robert said: “It 
was looking fairly miserable a few hours 

ago but we’ve seen the rain disappear and 
people come out to enjoy themselves.” 
   The Aylesbury Churches Network was 
also responsible for the only Paralympic 
Live site to be run by churches. The 
site provided big screen coverage of the 
games in Vale Park. 

STUDENT CORI Bull (pictured right) described 
dancing in the flamboyant opening ceremony of the 
2012 Olympics as “incredible”. 

“We had three dress rehearsals before the show and 
they gave us all two tickets. My parents came to see it on 
the Wednesday.  On the Friday we were all buzzing for 
the whole day. There was just elation everywhere in the 
stadium.  It was a once-in-a-life-time opportunity and 
meant so much to everyone of us there,” says Cori, 20, 
who worships at Christ Church, Flackwell Heath, where 
her Dad, Chris is the vicar. 

The musical theatre student, who says she is more 
experienced in singing and acting, was pleasantly 
surprised to land a dancing role, which saw her spend 
125 hours rehearsing. She was in the section ‘Thanks 
Tim’ – a tribute to the Internet inventor Tim Berners-
Lee. 

From April through to the Olympics, she travelled to 
London every Saturday to spend five hours rehearsing. 
On the first day the show’s director, Danny Boyle gave 
the performers a tour of the Olympic Stadium before 
the rehearsals began. 

“There were people there who had obviously danced 
since they were two. There were people from the Brit 
School doing proper professional dancing and lots of 
people like me who had never taken any proper classes 
in dance. It was tough but it was really good fun.” 

Opening the show
DENISE Gray gave an excited 
kick and a wiggle as she set off to 
run 300m carrying the Olympic 
Flame through Reading. Denise, 
53, who worships at St James, 
Finchampstead, was nominated 
for the work she does raising 
money each year to give children 
with HIV/AIDS the chance of a 
beach holiday in Bangkok. 

She does the work 
through the Mercy Centre, 
an organisation that works 
to protect orphans and 
street children and improve 
family welfare. Her various 
fundraisers take place at the St 
James Family Centre. 

She said she could not 
explain the experience of 
running with the Olympic 
Flame. “To say it was 
exhilarating doesn’t do it 
justice. When I first met up 
with the other torch bearers I 
felt nervous, which is not like 
me at all. There was someone 
there who had undergone a 
lung transplant, someone who 
had been in a coma from a 
car accident and others from 
different causes,” said Denise, 
who works as a member of the 
cabin crew on British Airways 
flights. 

“It makes you feel really 
humble but you also feel like a 
celebrity. People want to take 
photos of you, photos with you 
and photos with their babies. 

They are handing you their 
babies and you are trying to 
juggle them with holding the 
torch. I started running with 
a kick and a wiggle and the 
adrenalin took over.” 

When the nomination was 
made Denise was about to 
fly to Mumbai to help at an 
orphanage. The form, which 
was filled in by a former 
colleague,  stated: “Denise does 
this in her own time and bears 
the costs herself. Denise has 
always been a special person, 
someone who rises above 
situations and does really good 
things. She brings a smile and 
positivity to everyone who 
meets her. I can think of no 
one who deserves this more, 
oh and by the way she loves to 
run.” 

Torch bearer for Bangkok

@For more stories about churches in this Diocese getting involved 
with the olympics see  www.oxford.anglican.org and for 
more on Christian input into the games nationally see www.
morethangold.org.uk/

ONLINE

Local friendly independent Christian resource 
centre offering a wide range of Christian supplies 

as well as a range of general stationery

Town centre location with easy parking
Why not visit us and see our range of:

• Charity Christmas Cards
•  Advent Calendars and Candles
• Nativity Sets
• Nativity Stories for Children
•• Christmas Gifts
• Church Supplies and Diaries
Customer orders taken
Serving the community for 21 years

268 High Street, Berkhamsted, HP4 1AQ,
or come in the back way from Waitrose car park

Winner of the Berkhamsted 
Business Award for 2011

Email: Bookshop@wayinn.com

Having problems with your church 
microphones, sound system or hard of 

hearing loop??
We are a well established Company that 

provides service solutions with value.
No project is too small.

Please contact us on 
0208 546 3071 or 07591 708846

navesound@hotmail.com

Bound Biographies
helps people write
their life stories, 
producing quality 
illustrated copies for
family and friends. 
DO YOU have a 
manuscript to 
produce? 
HAVE YOU started
writing and got stuck? 
OR ARE YOU just
thinking about it?
Contact Sally Gray at

Writing Your Life Story?

67 Conway Close, Houghton Regis, Beds
LU5 5SB 

Tel/Fax 01582 861407 or on 
E-mail: biographies@resource24.net

Fine furniture for church and home

Ronald Emett
01308 868025 ronald@emett.co.uk

Visit me at 
www.ronaldemettfurniture.com
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On Friday June 1st, in a hot café in East Jerusalem, a contract was signed, and Cross Rhythms became the 
proud tenants of a property just 5 minutes stroll from the Church of the Nativity, Manger Square, Bethlehem!

All these pioneering kingdom opportunities, just like our website and our UK FM community radio stations in Stoke, Plymouth 

As the scripture God keeps bringing to mind this year declares:
own insight or understanding.’ Proverbs 3:5.

On Wednesday May 16th, in a sweaty, steamy 45°C, 
in the central Indian city of Warangal, a young man, 
Karunakar, stood with several of his trustees, and 

piece of equipment for what will one day be the 
Cross Rhythms Warangal community radio station – 

computer, God says to us ‘move forward’.

On Friday 25th May, hundreds of miles further away, the 
board of the Christian Leprosy Mission of Thailand, met in a 
Bangkok Christian guest house, and agreed to cover the 
travel costs of a young man, DJ Mark Kittikhun, as he pioneers 
the Cross Rhythms Thailand radio show, going out every 
week on Thai National Radio into the vast Chainat region 
north of Bangkok. With one young presenter and some bus 
fare, God says to us ‘move forward’.

In pioneering works God does not give you the plans and 
the resources up front, He does not tell you how it all will 
come together. He simply says “Come, follow me!”

But that is a big part of the DNA of Cross Rhythms. 
We have always been a pioneering ministry:

      When the church said ‘Rock n Roll is of the devil’, Cross       
      Rhythms was born and miraculously given a half hour    
      Christian rock n roll radio show on local radio! 

I would like to give a one off gift of £________________
I enclose a cheque/postal order (made payable to ‘Cross

Rhythms’)
Please debit this sum from my VISA/MASTERCARD/MAESTRO as a

one off gift
Card number 
Issue number_______   Expiry date 

Please send me information on becoming 
a Friend of Cross Rhythms at £10 per month

Please add me to the Cross Rhythms mailing list

Name:_______________________________________________
Address:_____________________________________________
____________________________________________________
Postcode:_________________Tel:_________________________
E-mail:_______________________________________________
Please cut out this form and post it to: 
Cross Rhythms, PO Box 1110, 
Stoke-on-Trent, ST1 1XR. Alternatively
you can call 01782 251000 to make a
donation or go to
www.crossrhythms.co.uk/donations 

www.crossrhythms.co.uk

When little resource was poured into youth ministry, 
Cross Rhythms was raised up to deliver a youth 

When pretty much all Christian radio and TV was 
targeting a Christian audience, Cross Rhythms was 

licence, delivering full time FM radio with Christian 
values into the marketplace and wider communities 
outside our church walls!

Pioneering is in our roots! Pioneering 
is in our blood!

accredited media missionaries for the next generation. 
And this summer, in response to the call ‘May your 
broadcast children be as numerous as the stars’, we 
begin work on a dedicated online radio station to reach 
the youth of our nation.

PIONEERING IN INDIA PIONEERING IN THAILAND

What a development! What an 
address! With feet now planted in 
the land, this will be our base from 
which to reach out to young 
Palestinian Arabs through media. 
Already we are decorating and 

setting up of radio studios. We have 
received enough for us to rent this 
base for 9 months, nothing more, 
and upon that basis we believe God 
says to us ‘move forward’.

To consolidate and establish, to nurture and to cause a work to 
thrive, pioneers need many others to come alongside them. 

Even Jesus, the Pioneer of the kingdom of God, had help: ‘Jesus 
traveled about… proclaiming the good news of the kingdom of 
God. The twelve were with him, and also some women… Mary… 
Joanna… Susanna… and many others. These women were 
helping to support them out of their own means.’ Luke 8:1-3.

Today we profess our future! But for these pioneering works to 
succeed, today we need the ‘many others’. Those who will ‘support 
us out of their own means’, and share in pioneering with us.

BUT PIONEERS CAN 
ONLY DELIVER SO 
MUCH ON THEIR OWN

Cross Rhythms requires £20,000 to meet current urgent 
 needs – will you ‘support us out of your own means’ by    
donating whatever amount you can?

Cross Rhythms requires a growth in income of about £1,500  
per month in order to stand still – will you ‘support us out of 
your ongoing means’ as a Friend of Cross Rhythms at £10+
per month?

Cross Rhythms requires additional increase to maximise the 
opportunities of the pioneering future ahead – Are you able 
to to invest into 
creatively developing these opportunities?

It’s really not much though is it? For the impact? For the lives 

only will Cross Rhythms NOT move into its future, it will NOT survive 
its present. 

Today, we face a Red Sea, and God calls us to take our steps of faith: 
‘Then the LORD said to Moses, “Tell the Israelites to move forward. 

the water.”’

Today, at Cross Rhythms we hear God saying to us ‘move forward’. Do 
you hear Him asking you to ‘move forward’ with us? In faith will you 
‘stretch out your hand’ towards us? Let’s see what the Lord will do!

£20,000 + +

Mothers and fathers, will you pioneer with us for your 
children’s generation? 

Grandmothers and grandfathers, will you invest and                         

Young men and women, will you pioneer with us for 
your own generation, and for your own future?

Cross Rhythms is a UK registered charity no. 1069357
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the Doorpost
Courses, training, conferences and workshops in October 2012.
The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be  
hung on church  noticeboards.  Please send your events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or 
by post to Church House.  The deadline for the next issue is Friday 5 October 2012.

THURSDAY 4 OCTOBER 
 
STOKE POGES: St Giles’ Church 
are holding a festival to celebrate 350 
years of the Book of Common Prayer. 
Talk at 8pm ‘is the Book of Common 
Prayer good news?’. Details www.
stokepogeschurch.org 
 
SATURDAY 6 OCTOBER 
 
ABINGDON: Join Christian Aid’s March 
for Justice. Walk along the Thames Path 
(8.5 miles). Begins at 10.30am from 
Bridge Street. Email oxford@christian-
aid.org or phone 01865 246818 for 
details and to register. 
 
STONE:  Flower festival and harvest 
thanksgiving services at St John the 
Baptist Church.  6 oct 11am - 5pm; 7 
oct 12 noon - 5pm; 7 october 10am.  
 
WOODSTOCK:  The oxfordshire Family 
history Society open Day from 10am - 
4pm at The Marlborough School oX20 
1LP. Email open-day@ofhs.org.uk or see 
www.ofhs.org.uk for details. 
 
SUNDAY 7 OCTOBER 
 
STOKE POGES: St Giles’ Church 
are holding a festival to celebrate 350 
years of the Book of Common Prayer. 
BCP holy Communion at 9am and 
special choral Evensong with the choir 
of Eton College Chapel and the Bishop 
of oxford at 6.30pm. Details www.
stokepogeschurch.org 
 
THURSDAY 11 OCTOBER 
 
OXFORD:  Series of lunchtime talks on 
Benedictine Wisdom: Timeless Guidance 
for Today’s World at St Giles’ Church 
at 12.30pm. ‘Benedict: his gift to the 
world’.  18 October ‘holy Listening: the 
Sound of Silence’ and 25 October ‘The 
Prologue: A clarion call for discipleship’. 
Details from www.ocsg.uk.net or email 
info@ocsg.uk.net 
 
SATURDAY 13 OCTOBER
HEADINGTON: harvest supper and 
barn dance at All Saints’ Church house, 
new high Street oX3 7AL from 7pm 
- 10.30pm. Tickets £12 (£6 children). 
Phone 01865 741116 for details. 
 
MARLOW: All Saints’ Church concert 
at 7.30pm. Cantorum choir will perform 
Mozart’s Requiem. Tickets £12 (students 

£6). Email djbh@btinternet.com for 
details. 
 
OXFORD: Family Eco event from 
12.30pm at St Frideswide Church, 
Botley Road. Come along and have 
fun exploring the natural world and its 
inhabitants.   Email riverbank26@tiscali.
co.uk for details. 
 
WARWICK: on Fire Mission are holding 
a Day of Renewal ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ 
at All Saints’, Emscote CV34 5nL 
from 10am - 4.30pm. Details www.
onfiremission.org or phone 01926 
403512. 
 
ALDWORTH: St Mary’s Church at 
7.30pm music by Moonrakers. Celtic 
traditional and contemporary songs. 
Tickets £10.  Phone 01491 874399 for 
details and tickets. 

MONDAY 15 SEPTEMBER 
 
OXFORD: ‘orthodox Mission’ talk at 
oxford Centre for Mission Studies at St 
Philip and St James Church, Woodstock 
Road at 1pm. Free entry.   Details f2s@
faith2share.net or 01865 787440. 
 
TUESDAY 16 OCTOBER 
 
OXFORD:  The Council for Christians 
and Jews musical lecture ‘From Feast 
to Fasting’ by Rabbi Mark Solomon at 
Mansfield College at 7.30pm. Details 
cjrelations@ccj.org.uk 
 
THURSDAY 18 OCTOBER 
 
OXFORD: The Retired Clergy 
Association meeting at Christ Church 
Cathedral. ‘A Philosopher looks at the 
Gospels’ with Professor Keith Ward 
at 10.30am Meet in the Priory Room 
at 10.15am for coffee. Details 01865 
761476. 
 
FRIDAY 19 OCTOBER 
 
OXFORD: unicorn Group ecumenical 
open meeting at 1 Canterbury Road, 
oxford at 12.30pm (bring your own 
lunch). ‘The Broader View’ by Professor 
Don Mason.  
 
AYLESBURY: Bucks historic Churches 
Trust are holding a concert to celebrate 
the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee at St Mary’s 
Church at 7.30pm. Tickets £12 (includes 
glass of wine). Details 01296 681001 or 
01844 345456. 
 

SATURDAY 20 OCTOBER 
 
PENN STREET: Autumn concert at 
holy Trinity Church at 7.45pm. Advance 
tickets £7 from 01494 716726 or 
01494 715195.  
 
WESTON TURVILLE: Dixieland Swing 
Kings (Trad Jazz) at St Mary the Virgin 
Church hP22 5Sh at 7.30pm. Details 
01296 424982 or 01296 612303. 
 
THEALE: A whole day of singing 
for everyone to join in at holy Trinity 
Church from 10.30am. Details www.
holytrinitytheale.org.uk or 07824 
337999. 
 
IVER HEATH: Apple day at home 
Cottage Farm SL0 0BB from 11am - 
4pm to raise funds for St Margaret’s 
Parish Church.  
 
SUNDAY 21 OCTOBER 
 
ABINGDON:  A Gilbert and Sullivan 
Extravaganza followed by teas and cakes 
at St helen’s Church at 4pm followed by 
Choral Evensong at 5.30pm.  
 
TUESDAY 23 OCTOBER 
 
WARBOROUGH: open morning at St 
Laurence Primary School from 9am to 
10.30am. Details 01865 858270. 
 
WEDNESDAY 24 OCTOBER 
 
TURVILLE: hambleden Valley, near 
henley.  healing service with laying on of 
hands and anointing at holy Communion 
at 10.15am.  Details 01491 571231. 
 
EMMER GREEN: The inaugural owen 
Jewiss memorial lecture will be held 
at St Barnabas Church at 7.30pm. All 
welcome. Details 01189 476063. 
 
FRIDAY 26 OCTOBER 
 
EAST HENDRED: Penney Memorial 
Lecture ‘Bishops in the house of Lords 
- A case for reform?’ by Bishop Peter 
nott at St Augustine’s Church at 7.30pm. 
Tickets £8 (under 16s £4). Details 
01235 833473.

SUNDAY 28 OCTOBER 
 
BEACONSFIELD: Wedding fair at St 
Michael and All Angels Church from 
11am - 3pm. Details www.theangelus.
co.uk/weddingfair 

Services at Christ Church Cathedral
SUNDAYS: 8am holy Communion; 10am Matins (coffee in priory room); 11.15am Sung Eucharist; 6pm Evensong.
WEEKDAYS: 7.15am Morning Prayer; 7.35am holy Communion; 1pm (Wednesday only) holy Communion; 
6pm Evensong (Thursday Sung Eucharist 6pm).
AFTER EIGHT: Time to reflect, time to pray.  Contemporary liturgies for mind and spirit on Sundays at 8pm. 

Tel: 01865 276155  www.chch.ox.ac.uk

Courses and special events
THE MINISTRY OF SPIRITUAL DIRECTION: ‘holy 
Listening’ - what can it offer? Two sessions available 
to be held at St Paul’s Parish Rooms, Reading Road, 
Wokingham RG41 1Eh from 10am - 12 noon and 8pm - 
10pm on 9 October. For details and to book your place 
phone 0118 9328679 or email ianandjanetclements@
star.co.uk 
 
THE ENNEAGRAM DAY 4: A day ‘Exploring the 
Defences’ facilitated by Josephine Seccombe continuing 
a journey of self-discovery. Participants must have an 

understanding of Types and Sub-Types. Saturday 13 
October from 10am - 4pm at St Michael at the north 
Gate, oxford. Details 07919 517516 or www.ocsg.
uk.net 
 
‘MAKING A DIFFERENCE IN THE WORLD’ 
CELEBRATION: Saturday 27 october from 10am - 4pm 
at The King’s Centre, osney Mead, oxford oX2 0ES. 
Come along and tell stories, share ideas and inspire one 
another. Phone 01865 208214 or email helen.keely@
oxford.anglican.org 

Wednesday 3rd October 2012
Wednesday 7th November 2012

To Advertise in The Door Please Call

 01752 225623
or email

roy@cornerstonevision.com
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Purchase direct from the very best craftmakers and artists in the UK

C O N T E M P O R A R Y

Craft & Design
Fair

‘Second 
to none’ 

The Craft & Design
Magazine

Wellington College

Crowthorne
26-28 October

12 noon to 6pm Friday • 10am to 5pm Saturday & Sunday
Admission £4.50 • Over 65’s £3.50 • Under 14’s Free

www.craftinfocus.com

CIF_Crowthorne_170x129_CIF_170x129  06/09/2012  10:59  Page 1

  

50th Anniversary Concert of Benjamin Britten's

WAR REQUIEM
CHARLOTTE NEWSTEAD, Soprano

PETER WILLIS, Tenor
QUENTIN HAYES, Baritone

 
The Newman Singers and 

the Newman Chamber Ensemble with 
Oxford Sinfonia

Wantage Parish Church trebles and 
members of Wood Green School Witney 

Junior choir conducted by Jonathan Cox
 Organist Sarah Lister

 SALLY MEARS, Conductor

Supported by 

All proceeds go to the Kianda Foundation, Kenya

Friday November 23rd, 2012 
at 8PM
Oxford Town Hall
 

Tickets £25 
(£20 concessions, £10 students)
from the Town Hall Box Office, 
www.wegottickets.com or at 
Tels: 01235 550232, 01235 521412
Refreshments included 

Advertisement Feature
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 Arts
It’s all about the ordinary

Paula Gooder begins by facing 
the possibility that a book about 
ordinariness risks being thoroughly 

boring. I doubt if she could be boring if 
she tried. From the moment she describes 
Ordinary Time as the soggiest season, 
her informal and friendly style hides the 
scholarship on which it’s based without ever 
patronising us.

The Introduction to Everyday God alerts us 
to the problem of rejoicing in the ordinary 
when society constantly demands bigger 
and better - coffee served in ‘regular’ and 
‘tall’ sizes but never, however desirable, 
in ‘small’ cups. Yet much of our lives is 
ordinary, and our church life is the same: 
it’s a long journey from Pentecost to 
Advent. We need to celebrate the normality 
of these weeks, and Paula Gooder gives 
them energy, purpose and even excitement. 

The book  is divided into three sections: 
Ordinary People, Ordinary God and 
Living Extraordinary Ordinary Lives. In 
the first part, the writer shows how even 
the (extraordinary) people of the Bible 
behaved in ways we can easily relate to. 
Moses feels that he is too ordinary for the 
mission God has given him; Jonah tries to 
run away from God and discovers that it 
can’t be done; Nathanael’s prejudice about 
Nazareth nearly stops him from finding 
Jesus. 

There are ‘unsung heroes’ too, among 
whom I particularly liked Moses’ father in 
law who told him not to wear himself out! 

God as ordinary? We see Him, rightly, as 
Almighty and Glorious, and Paula Gooder’s 
image of Him using two large knitting 
needles to knit humanity into life comes as 
something of a shock. “God’s ongoing acts 
of creation are for us miraculous but for 
God they are commonplace” she writes, and 
reminds us that Our Lord used something 
as basic as mud and spit to bring sight to a 
blind man. 

God is not squeamish, but calls us to 
embrace the ordinary things of life and 
“through them bring transformation to the 
world”. 

Finally, we are asked what can change 
ordinary human beings into people able 
to live out God’s extraordinary calling, and 
she answers her own question by inviting us 
to look for glimpses of glory in our everyday 
world, an infectious glory caught by us from 
our Ordinary God Who alone can make us 
into His Extraordinary People. 

Joan van Emden is a pastoral assistant at 
Christ Church, Reading

Everyday God by Paula 
Gooder
Canterbury Press £8.99

by Joan van Emden
CANTATA Dramatica presents the world 

premiere of Perpetua, a new dramatic cantata 
composed by Nick Bicât to a libretto by Nick Pitts-
Tucker, at Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford. 

Perpetua and Felicitas, her slave, were the 
first Christian women martyred in the arena for 
defying the Roman authorities and standing up 
for their personal beliefs. Set in North Africa 
in the Third Century AD, the story is told in 
Perpetua’s own words with texts in Greek, Latin 
and English.  

The show takes place on 22 November at 
8pm. Following the performance, for Friends 
of Cantata Dramatica, there will be a drinks 
reception and a chance to meet the creators and cast. Tickets are available 
at £20, with discounts for group bookings. To find out more  visit www.
cantatadramatica.com or contact Julia Stutfield on 07766 103427. 

Perpetua Premiere

Development journalist David Fulshaw 
[aka John Madeley] takes unpaid leave 
from his newspaper to undertake a 
surreal journey by bike from West 
Africa to the Cape via East Africa. 

On the way he meets real people 
and cannot resist filing their stories 
to his editor. His pointed criticisms of 
those responsible for climate change 
in the most polluting nation on earth 
reach the ears of a CIA  who with their 
global reach take steps to snuff out 
their source. 

The plot of Let Live is page-turning 
fiction, the real-life stories are facts, 
told by actual people in Africa to 
Nigel Cross, who wrote At the Desert’s 

Edge: Oral Histories from the Sahel, and 
to John Madeley in the years before 
2007 when the book is set.

Those who deny climate change  
treat all such stories as fiction. They 
ignore the estimate, in the 2009 
report The human impact of climate 
change by the Global Humanitarian 
Forum, that, even with relatively low 
levels of warming, 300,000 people die 
every year from the effects of climate 
change. Since then the UN reports 
a six per cent global rise in CO2 
emissions between 2009 and 2010. 

Let Live is by John Madeley, 
broadcaster, journalist, cyclist and 

former General Synod member for 
Oxford.  It is published by Longstone 

Books ISBN:078-0-9568344-1-6; £8.99. 

Let live - a climate tale
by Christopher hall

N12091U111HIY1L

Use Gift Aid to increase your donation by 25%
■ YES! I would like Smile Train to claim Gift Aid on any donations I have made within the last 4 tax years (6 April to 5 April) and on
all donations I make in the future until further notice. I confirm that I have paid or will pay at least as much UK Income tax and/or
Capital Gains tax for each tax year as Smile Train UK and all other charities and Community Amateur 
Sports Clubs (CASCs) that I donate to will reclaim on my gifts for that tax year. I understand 
that other taxes such as VAT and Council tax do not qualify. I understand that the charity 
will reclaim 25p of tax for every £1 that I have given/will give.

■ NO, I am not a UK taxpayer.

Mr/Mrs/Ms 

Address 

Postcode 

Email Telephone 

Charge my gift to my:    ■ Visa    ■ MasterCard    ■ Maestro  

Card No. 

Valid From Exp.Date Issue No. 

Signature 

I want to give a child a second chance at life.

Send this coupon with your donation to:

The Smile Train UK,
PO Box 909,
Northampton NN3 0BF

Donate online: www.smiletrain.org.uk  Call: 0300 303 9630  Text: SMILE to 07300

Registered Charity No. 1114748                    
Registered Company No. 05738962                                                                                   
© 2012 The Smile Train UK

These details, including your email address/telephone number, may be used to keep you informed 
about our future developments. If you do not want to receive such information please tick this box ■

 £150 towards surgery for
 one child
 £75 could cover half the
 cost of one surgery 

 £30 towards an overnight 
 hospital stay
 £ We’ll gratefully 
 accept any amount

■ My cheque is enclosed, made payable to The Smile Train UK

Free cleft surgery which takes as little as 45 minutes and costs as little as
£150, can give desperate children not just a new smile – but a new life.

Anu, 2 years, India Eduardo, 6 months, Peru

Guo Sen, 6 months, ChinaKabir, 7 months, Nigeria

Nisa, 4 years, Indonesia

Sokhorn, 13 months, Cambodia

Pick one. Just one. 
Save their life for £150.You’ll end up smiling too. 
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Most of us will have heard about 
retreats, we may have been on a 
retreat ourselves or know someone 
who has. For those who have not the 
simple question is ‘What is a retreat?’
According to the Retreat Association, A retreat is 
a planned time of spiritual refreshment, with the 
opportunity to rest, unwind and pray. It offers the 
chance to reflect in an unhurried way on your life, 
your relationships, and your experience of God; to 
ponder the meaning of what has happened to you, 
and to prepare for the future.
Retreats usually involve a good deal of silence, 
because many people have discovered through the 
centuries that it is in quiet that they can best reach 
into themselves and find the deep centre, the inner 
stillness where they are at peace with themselves 
and with the world around them. Each person has her 
or his own image of this inner stillness: for example, 
some may see it as a well from which they can draw 
fresh water, others as the truest part of their own 
being, others again as their experience of God  
within them.
For more information see www.retreats.org.uk, 
info@retreats.org.uk

Have you thought of making a retreat?
Abbey House Retreat
Glastonbury
• Good Food
• Comfortable Rooms
• Historic Setting

Discover an oasis of peace in this historic, 
former family home in the Abbey Grounds

Tel: 01458 831112
    www.abbeyhouse.org

We practise and teach Christian
contemplative meditation at 
residential and day courses 

at our centre in Dorchester and at 
other retreat centres   in the UK.

We use meditative sentences to still the mind, to focus our attention  
on God, and to serve as channels through which the power  

of the Spirit can enter our hearts.
Our members also gather in local groups.   

For further details please contact: 
The Secretary, The Fellowship of Meditation

8 Prince of Wales Road, Dorchester, Dorset DT1 1PW. 
Tel: (01305) 251396

E: fellowship.meditation@virgin.net
W: www.fellowshipofmeditation.org

UK Reg Charity No: 213323

The Fellowship of Meditation

a Christian-based organisation

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 A place of rest, refreshment 
and renewal  

IGR retreats in 2012: 
3 ,5 or 7 days between 
2-9 November 2012 

Advent Retreat: 
Canon David Winter
3-7 December 2012  

T: 01985 214824
E: stdenys@ivyhouse.org 
W: www.ivyhouse.org 

Ivy House 
St Denys 

Retreat Centre  

Conferences, Training, 
Church Weekends,

Alpha Away
Days & Retreats

The Wycliffe Centre, Horsleys Green
High Wycombe, Bucks

HP14 3XL
Tel: 01494 682266

e: centre_enquiries@wycliffe.org
www.wycliffecentre.org

A place to relax, be 
together and learn
Set in several acres of grounds, nestling amongst the beech woods 
of the Chilterns, The Wycliffe Centre is an ideal place to enjoy a 
relaxing conference, retreat or just simply a peaceful break in a rural 
location.
Both professional 
and flexible, The 
Wycliffe Centre 
offers accom-
modation for up 
to 200 people
and conference 
facilities for up 
to 160 people in 
a wide range of 
room sizes and 
styles, to cater
for individual 
requirements.

“A great haven of 
refreshment and 
encouragement”.

Sponsored Feature

10%

DISCOUNT

with this advert

Conditions apply
Set in the peaceful Oxfordshire countryside, Stanton 
House truly is a space for God. The house and its 
grounds is the perfect venue for individuals and 
groups to hold a retreat, enabling them to seek God, 
study, relax or simply regroup by taking time out from 
a busy life. 

For further information please call Stanton 
House on 01865 358 807, 
email:office@stantonhouse.org.uk or visit 
www.stantonhouse.org.uk 

CHRISTIAN RETREAT HOUSE
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Deciding on full time education is a tremendously important choice. In many cases the subject chosen 
can have repercussions throughout life, forming for many students the foundations of a lifetime’s 
career.  For a Christian of any age the choice of a theological, secular or social subject is likely to be 
emphasised as it will effect the student’s chosen path in the future.
A lot of prayer and advice will be undertaken in deciding what path to follow, even when inherent talents seem 
to make the choice a little more obvious. For younger Christians the path may have already been discussed 

when choosing subjects for ‘A’ levels but for many 
older Christians starting a course could well be a part 
of a change in life’s direction. It is worth spending 
time with family, friends and even the Vicar when 
making these important choices.
Making the choice for Theology really is one of those 
life defining decisions. The period of careful study 
leading on as it often does to a lifetime in ministry and 
mission.
There’s also the choice of college. For many some 
time away from home at University can be a time of 
self-discovery and growing, a chance to study whilst 
enjoying life in a different city. Others may well prefer 
to study somewhere closer to home. This can be due 
to the commitments such as family responsibilities 
or commitments to the local church or other 
organisations. Travelling times are also quicker, a 
boon for most students. Financial considerations can 
also be a reason to study a little closer to home.
There are many excellent Colleges and Universities 
offering the conveniences student life coupled with 
short journey times home. In some cases the sea or 
countryside is not far away.
For all the challenge of full time study should prove to 
be rewarding and fulfilling.
There will also be those who might be interested in 
one of the many distance-learning courses available 
today. There are many on offer catering for all 
ages and abilities. Such courses can help you in 
your private devotions and understanding of the 
Scriptures.

Foundations for the future

Heythrop has specialised in Philosophy and Theology since 1614, 
and now has an international reputation for academic excellence 
as a College of the University of London. It is an institution that 

offers thought-provoking, challenging and relevant degrees and 
an engaging and truly unique student experience.

HEYTHROP COLLEGE
University of London

Kensington Square, London W8 5HN  
Tel: 020 7795 6600  Fax: 020 7795 4200
E-mail: admissionspg@heythrop.ac.uk  www.heythrop.ac.uk

 @HeythropCollege   Facebook.com/HeythropCollege

MA DEGREES 
❖ MA Abrahamic Religions
❖ MA Biblical Studies
❖ MA Canon Law
❖  MA / MRes Christianity and 

Interreligious Relations
❖ MA Christian Spirituality
❖ MA Christian Theology
❖ MA Contemporary Ethics
❖ MA / MRes Pastoral Theology
❖ MA / MRes Philosophy
❖ MA Philosophy in Education
❖ MA Philosophy and Religion
❖ MA Psychology of Religion

MA TASTER DAY
❖ Friday 25 January 2013

MA OPEN EVENINGS
❖ Thursday 28 February 2013
❖ Tuesday 7 May 2013
❖ Wednesday 12 June 2013

If you are interested in 
studying with us, have an 
open mind and a love of great 
ideas, please pay us a visit.

Book online at 
www.heythrop.ac.uk/open

EDUCATION IN 
GOOD FAITH?

Do Free Schools, Academies and Faith Schools 
o� er to help, or to hinder the development of 

children’s life-skills for a just, open and free society?

Speakers
Richy � ompson 

Education campaigner for the 
British Humanist Association

Allan Hayes
Sea of Faith Network, National Secular Society and
Leicester Council for Religious Education (SACRE)

Richard Pring
Professor of Educational Studies

in the University of Oxford

who will introduce a discussion about what our 
reaction might be to government policies. 

9.30am  to 5.30pm Saturday 10th November
Friends Meeting House, 43 St Giles, Oxford

Please book in advance if possible
davidpaterson130@hotmail.com or 07765 416 801

£8 including lunch, payable on the door
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Christ Church is a lively and growing church in north Abingdon.  
We will shortly be opening a brand new co� ee shop - a key part 
of our vision to serve our local community.
We are seeking a Manager to oversee all aspects of the operation and to help 
shape and develop this exciting new ministry.

Th e successful candidate will have:
 •   Qualifi cations and experience in running a similar catering activity
 •   Experience in building and leading teams to deliver excellent customer service
 •   A vibrant Christian faith with the initiative and drive to take forward this new 
      venture, as an integral part of the church’s ministry 
 •   Excellent communication and people skills

Th is is a new post, part of the church staff  team, giving the opportunity 
to express your creativity, imagination and Christian vision.
Th e role is full-time and off ers competitive terms and conditions.  
Job-share may be considered.
For further information or an informal chat please contact 
the church o�  ce o�  ce@cca.uk.net or phone 01235 539172

Co� ee Shop 
Manager

“being disciples, Making Disciples”

Church Musician  
recently returned from the USA 

seeks position as 
 choir director/accompanist 

(piano or organ)  
in the Oxford Diocese. 

Many years of experience with adult and 
youth choirs in both countries,  

in Anglican and United Church of 
Christ worship services.

Malcolm Hawkins  
tel: 01993 891 748.  

hawkinsm7@gmail.com 
further information at  
malcolmhawkins.com

 
 

 

 

Public Lectures  
Trinity Term 2012 

 

5.00 pm 
Regent’s Park College 

 

 

Religion, Law and International Relations Programme, in association with 
 

The Oxford Society for Law and Religion 
The Oxford Centre for the Study of Religion in Public Life 

Bristol Centre for the Study of Law and Religion 
Brunel Law and Religion Research Group 

FORBFocus 
 

Law, Religion and Liberty: Legal and Theological Perspectives 

24 April Against Human Rights 
Professor John Milbank, Professor in Religion, Politics and Ethics, University of Nottingham 

 
1 May  Religious Liberty from Trent to Vatican II 

Professor Thomas Pink, Professor of Philosophy, King’s College, London 
 
8 May  Faith on Fire: God and the Sam Sharpe Revolt 

Dr Delroy Reid Salmon, Visiting Fellow OCCC, Regent’s Park College 
 
15 May Law and Gospel: On the Duty to Order the World 
  Dr Esther Reed, Head of Theology and Religion, University of Exeter 
 
22 May Law, Religion & Public Reasoning 
  Dr Jonathan Chaplin, Director, Kirby Laing Institute for Christian Ethics, Cambridge 
 
29 May Numbers and Lines: Metaphysics and the problem of international order 

Dr Catherine Pickstock, Reader in Philosophy and Theology and Fellow of Emmanuel 
College, University of Cambridge 

 
Thursday 7 June Canon Law as an International Legal Framework for a Global Church 

Dr Robert Ombres OP, Lecturer in Canon Law, Blackfriars, Oxford and Former Procurator 
General of the Dominican Order 

 
12 June Two Way Translation: A Test Case for Religious Intervention in Public Life 

Professor Jeremy Waldron, Chichele Professor of Social and Political Theory and  
Fellow of All Souls College, Oxford 
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24 April Against Human Rights 
Professor John Milbank, Professor in Religion, Politics and Ethics, University of Nottingham 
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Professor Thomas Pink, Professor of Philosophy, King’s College, London 
 
8 May  Faith on Fire: God and the Sam Sharpe Revolt 

Dr Delroy Reid Salmon, Visiting Fellow OCCC, Regent’s Park College 
 
15 May Law and Gospel: On the Duty to Order the World 
  Dr Esther Reed, Head of Theology and Religion, University of Exeter 
 
22 May Law, Religion & Public Reasoning 
  Dr Jonathan Chaplin, Director, Kirby Laing Institute for Christian Ethics, Cambridge 
 
29 May Numbers and Lines: Metaphysics and the problem of international order 

Dr Catherine Pickstock, Reader in Philosophy and Theology and Fellow of Emmanuel 
College, University of Cambridge 

 
Thursday 7 June Canon Law as an International Legal Framework for a Global Church 

Dr Robert Ombres OP, Lecturer in Canon Law, Blackfriars, Oxford and Former Procurator 
General of the Dominican Order 

 
12 June Two Way Translation: A Test Case for Religious Intervention in Public Life 

Professor Jeremy Waldron, Chichele Professor of Social and Political Theory and  
Fellow of All Souls College, Oxford 

Public Lectures 
Michaelmas Term 2012

Spirituality and Art 
Tues 16 October  
Reception and Opening of Exhibition of 
Drawings: ‘Species of Spaces’ Dr Bill Prosser, 
Artist in Residence, Regent’s Park College

Thurs 18 October  
Christian Images in Contemporary Art 
Lord Harries of Pentregarth, Gresham 
Professor of Divinity, Former Bishop of 
Oxford 

Tues 23 October  
The Iconography of Spiritualist Art 
David Maclagan, Artist and Writer  
(eg ‘Psychological Aesthetics’ [2001], 
‘Outsider Art’ [2009])

Tues 30 October  
Seeing Things: Deepening Relationships with 
Everyday Objects  
Professor Stephen Pattison, H.G Wood 
Professor of Theology  
University of Birmingham

Tues 6 November  
Capturing Ghosts: Modernity, Technology, 
and the Paranormal 
Professor John Harvey, Centre for Studies in 
the Visual Culture of Religion, Aberystwyth 
University 

Tues 13 November  
Private Meditation within the Public Liturgy 
in Ottonian (German) Illuminated Books of 
c.1000 A.D. 
Professor Henry Mayr-Harting, Emeritus 
Regius Professor of Ecclesiastical History, 
University of Oxford

Tues 20 November  
Selected Scenes from ‘No Greater Love’ 
and ‘Relics and Roses’ (documentary films 
concerning a North London monastery and 
the relics of St Therese of Lisieux) Michael 
Whyte, Film Director

Tues 27 November  
Seeing is Believing: visualising Tommy the 
rock opera  
Mike McInnerney, Artist, Illustrator, and 
Designer

The Door & more
The Door is just one of seven* Anglican newspapers published by Cornerstone Vision.

There are 34,000 copies of the Door printed monthly (except August).
The respected papers are eagerly awaited at churches throughout the Diocese.

With churches as far and wide as Dorset and Essex, Portsmouth and Oxford, they reach tens of thousands of 
readers every month with a combined print run of over 170,000.

Regularly carrying advertising for Christian organisations, charities, local shops, holiday providers and much more 
they could provide a great vehicle for your goods or services.

Advertise in just one paper or across the group, we’ve got a deal that would work for you.
Contact the Cornerstone team on 01752 225623 to see how we can help.

* we also sell for the Southwark Bridge

NatioNal 
Fruit 
SpecialiStS

FREE SPECIALIST 
CATALOGUE 
AVAILABLE

Over 300 apple varieties
on M26 (8ft) and many on M27 (4ft)

Patio Trees, Upright Cordons, Family Trees of Cherry, 
Plum, Apple, Pear, Peach and so much more!

Prices held from 2010

DEACONS NURSERY
Godshill, Isle of Wight PO38 3HW

01983 840750 (24hrs)
Tel: 01983 522243 Fax: 01983 523575
Email: info@deaconsnurseryfruits.co.uk

or visit our website
www.deaconsnurseryfruits.co.uk

To Advertise in  
The Door Please Call
 01752 225623

or email
roy@cornerstonevision.com
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Letters & comment

Audio version

by Angela Tilby

Comment

Sight impaired 
people can 
get a free 

audio verison 
of the Door by 
contacting the 

oxford Diocese 
on 01865 
208227

Editor: Jo Duckles  Tel: 01865 208227
Email: jo.duckles@oxford.anglican.org
Editorial Assistant/Distribution: Debbie Dallimore
Tel: 01865 208225 Email: debbie.dallimore@oxford.anglican.org
Advertising:  Roy Perring Tel: 01752 225623  
Email: roy@cornerstonevision.com
Deadline for November 2012:  Friday 5 october
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The Door is published by oxford Diocesan Board of Finance (Diocesan Secretary Mrs Rosemary Pearce). 
The registered office is Diocesan Church house, north hinksey Lane, oxford, oX2 onB. Tel: 01865 
208200. While every care is taken to ensure the reliability of our advertisements, their inclusion in  The 
Door does not guarantee it or mean that they are endorsed by the Diocese of oxford. 

The challenge of the 
Enlightenment

Comings and Goings: 
The Revd Nathan Jarvis  has taken up post as 
Team Vicar at Blenheim Team; The Revd Sarah 
Fitzgerald has taken up post as Team Vicar at 
Great Marlow with Marlow Bottom, Little Marlow 
and Bisham; The Revd Dr Simon Steer will take 
up post as Chaplain of Abingdon School; The 
Revd David Wilson will take up post as Chaplain 
of Radley College; The Revd Peter Ball has 
taken on an additional role as County Ecumenical 
Development officer for Churches Together in 
oxfordshire; The Revd Caroline King will take 
up post as Team Vicar at Warborough; The Revd 
Mark Huddleston will take up post as Minister 
at the White house School Conventional District, 
Wokingham; The Revd Leonora Hill will take up 

post as Rector at Ridgeway; The Revd Martin 
Cawte will take up post as Priest in Charge at 
Lambourne, Eastbury with East Garston; The 
Revd Tim Tregunno has taken up  post as 
Chaplain at heathfield School, Ascot; The Revd 
Tom Watts will take up post as Associate Vicar 
at Great Chesham; The Revd Tim Eady will be 
leaving his post as Vicar at iver; The Revd Peter 
Knight will be retiring from his post as Team Vicar 
of The Claydons and Swan Team. The following 
have been given permission to officiate: The 
Revd Philip Davies; The Revd Paul Oxley; 
The Revd Canon Edwin Clements. We recall 
with sadness the deaths of The Revd William 
Glazebrook; The Revd Anthony Johnson.

‘if there is no resurreCtion of the 
dead, then Christ has not been raised; and 
if Christ has not been raised, then our 
proClamation has been in vain and your faith 
has been in vain. 1 Corinthians 15: 13, 14. 

On 17 October the Church celebrates 
one of its earliest martyrs, Ignatius 
of Antioch. His life began in the 

days of the apostles (he wrote of hearing 
from eye-witnesses of the risen Jesus) and 
ended with martyrdom in Rome in 107AD. 
He was Bishop of Antioch and a powerful 
defender of the apostolic message, which 
he regarded as the chief role of a bishop. 
Probably because of that he was arrested and 
taken off under guard to face certain death 
in Rome, possibly in the arena. On that final 
journey he was able to write several letters to 
churches in Asia Minor, and it is those letters 
which give us a vivid picture of a man of 
passionate faith and enormous courage.

In one letter he sets out to dismiss the idea 
that the life and especially the resurrection 
of Jesus were little more than pious myths. 
It is much the same argument that St Paul 
uses in his letter to the Corinthians, from 
which the verse above is taken. Was the 
message of the apostles based on evidence 
and facts? Was their testimony an illusion 

or true? Were they - and was he - false 
witnesses? If they were, the consequences 
were dire. For Paul, if Christ is not risen, we 
are in a pitiable condition: still ‘in our sins’, 
unforgiven. For Ignatius, ‘If Jesus Christ 
is not alive, neither shall we be. There is 
nothing left for us to hope for if he is just an 
idea or a fantasy.’

It’s interesting that as far back as a mere 
seventy years or so after the crucifixion 
of Jesus this kind of doubt needed to be 
countered, even among Christians. It was to 
churches that Ignatius was writing (as Paul 
was), and it was within their membership 
that there were clearly those who were 
flaky about the historical truth of the 
resurrection. For Ignatius, trudging in 
chains towards a cruel execution, his fate 
was in itself powerful evidence for the truth 
of the gospel’s claims. He, like probably ten 
of the original apostles, was about to be put 
to death for continuing to claim that Jesus 
the Messiah was raised from death. The 
apostles had seen the risen Lord. Ignatius, 
who knew some of the apostles, believed that 
their testimony was true, because they were 
prepared to die for it to prove it. Nothing 
could shake their conviction, not even the 
threat of a cruel death..

Now Ignatius faced the same challenge. ‘I 
am prepared to die for him’, he wrote. ‘But 
no one is prepared to die for a shadow.’

Canon David Winter is a former Diocesan Adviser on 
evangelism, former BBC head of religious affairs, a broadcaster 
and the author of many books. www.davidwinter-author.co.uk. 
The quotations from Ignatius are from his book After the 
Gospels. 

  
Thought for 
the Month

By David Winter

The opening ceremony for 
the recent Paralympic Games 
was a powerful and moving 
celebration. Its theme was  
enlightenment and in the 

background was the Enlightenment, that 
movement of 17th century European 
thought which elevated human reason 
above revelation and magnified the 
rights and freedoms of the individual 
over the claims of Church or state. The 
emergence of science was the matrix 
of the Enlightenment and its rapid 
development and eventual domination 
was its outcome. 

During the ceremony the voice of 
Stephen Hawking urged us to look up at 
the stars and to wonder at the universe 
and our place in it; Ian Mackellen as 
Prospero was given a newly composed 
(and not very Shakespearean) charge 
to give Miranda as she ventured forth 
into the world, and the world itself was 
presented in terms of the ever expanding 
universe of current Big Bang cosmology. 
I was struck by the ceremony because it 
proved to me that many of the elements 
usually associated with Christian worship 
could be harnessed in a moving and 
accessible way to celebrate human hope, 
solidarity and achievement without any 
reference to God at all. Even the hymns 
which so powerfully punctuated the 
Olympic opening ceremony (Jerusalem, 
Guide me O Thou Great Redeemer, Abide with 
Me) were missing. 

Surely this marks the coming of age of 
secular humanism as a force in society 
which has the capacity to engage the 
imagination of large numbers of people. 
There were many of the ingredients 
of worship; wonder, recollection, 
imagination, a sense of community, 
celebration, and an ethical re-orientation 
towards compassion. 

It is a challenge for Christians to 
realise that there  is a genuine non-
theistic alternative to marking great 
events, secular funerals also come to 
mind, which often succeed brilliantly 
on the human and personal scale. But 
the enlightenment narrative is more 
vulnerable than we might think. It can 
only be sustained as long as we maintain 
some faith in human progress. The 
question for Christians is whether faith 
in human progress is justified, and 
whether humanity ultimately needs faith 
in something more, something greater 
than itself. A lot may depend on how we 
answer this.
The Revd Canon Angela Tilby is  Diocesan 

Canon of Christ Church Cathedral.  

NEWS

“Rest a while”
The theme of this year’s 
churches’ tent at the Bucks show 
was “rest a while”. A partnership 
between Aylesbury, Buckingham 
and Claydon deaneries, this 
year’s tent built on previous work 
at the show to provide members 
of the public with a place of 
hospitality and rest. 
   Children were offered face 
painting and crafts, those that 
wanted it hand waxing, and 
refreshments, free to anyone that 
came. The tent went through 
40 pints of milk, a great deal of 
cake and served 750 cups of 
tea! outside the tent, people 
were given cards to plant 
in their gardens embedded 
with wild flower seeds and 
bearing the Psalm 62 verse 5 
‘My soul finds rest in God; my 
hope comes from him.’ The 
hospitality offered generated 
countless conversations and 
some puzzlement - something 
for nothing? one frazzled mother 
who’d accepted an invite to tea 
left saying “You’ve saved my 
day!”

This unconventional image of the baby Jesus is this year’s Christmas poster from ChurchAds.net - the 
Churches Advertising Network. It will be on billboards and in shopping centres as part of a media campaign 
that aims to keep the Christian message in Christmas. For more see www.churchads.net. 

   

The winners of the competition 
featured in the September issue 
are: Mrs Methley from Witney; 
Mrs Eaton from Maidenhead 
and Tom Bartlett from newton 
Longville.  They have all won a 
copy of Windows on a Hidden 
World, Exploring the Advent 
Landscape by The Revd Jane 
Maycock.

Competition winners
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I meet Stephen at his country 
cottage in Chiselhampton where 
his border terrier, Maddie, greets 
me playfully. Over a cup of tea 
he tells me about his work on 

his partner’s family farm as well as his 
various other roles. A man who doesn’t 
like to sit still, Stephen had already 
shown me around St Katherine’s, 
once an almost disused but extremely 
picturesque chapel near his house. He 
has played a major role in bringing the 
little church back to life, a project that 
has seen him become more and more 
involved in church conservation. 

 We meet the day after Stephen, who 
is a churchwarden at St John the Baptist 
Church, Stadhampton, had been given 
a Churches Conservation Trust tour of 
some of the Diocese’s disused churches. 

 “Before we came to live here St 
Katherine’s was only being used for a 
carol service every year, but it is such a 
beautiful building, and was in fact built 
by my partner’s ancestors. I contacted 
the Churches Conservation Trust with 
a few ideas, spoke to the vicar about 
doing a couple more services there 
and was generally met with a warm 
reception. 

“I’m about to try and set up an 
Oxfordshire group to try and look at 
other Trust churches. I’d like to see 
them being accessed more widely and 
also earning their keep. Like any parish 
church they have got to be able to 
sustain themselves and to do that you 
have got to be looking to use them in 
different ways.”

 As churchwarden, Stephen has been 
involved in a scheme that has now 
raised over £300,000 to transform St 
John the Baptist into a community hall 

for Stadhampton.  
He  has not always been a regular 

churchgoer. Stephen’s family are from 
North Marston in Buckinghamshire, 
and as a child he attended church 
regularly until his mid-teens. While 
he still went along occasionally he 
describes himself as a “difficult” 
youngster who couldn’t wait to leave 
school and get a job. It was only 
when he moved to Chiselhampton in 
Oxfordshire, that he decided to go back 
to church. 

 “I didn’t set out to involve myself in 
lots of church things but I wanted to 
be able to go to church. I met the vicar, 
explained my religious background and 
he offered me encouragement to come 
back,” he says.

 “I received a very warm welcome 
from the congregation in Stadhampton 

and before I knew it I decided I 
wanted to join the PCC to represent 
Chiselhampton. I was 29 when I 
became a churchwarden. I have to be 
sworn in every year and the first year 
I was the youngest person there. I felt 
I stood out in the crowd because most 
people were of the older generation.”

 His mother’s family were farmers and 
Stephen’s day job now involves working 
on his partner’s family farm.  He sees a 
definite link between his work and his 
faith. “Farming is about feeding people 
and looking after animals. There is a 
fine balance between doing your job 
and conserving the environment.” 

Part of the day job includes looking 
after 900 free range hens, selling 
the eggs they produce to local pubs, 
restaurants, independent shops and  
the public. 

 Stephen learnt about the 
Children’s Society through his church 
involvement and the importance of 
helping children struck a chord with 
him. “Rather than sending them some 
money I thought maybe I could do 
something to help and they needed 
volunteer speakers,” he says. This 
meant overcoming a fear of public 
speaking and eventually being asked 
to become Diocesan President. “I 
thought about it a great deal. It wasn’t 
something I took on lightly. I wanted 
to make sure I was the right person.

 “Sometimes I think we all live in 
a bubble and don’t see what’s going 
on around us. I think the Children’s 
Society helps so many children. In 
Oxfordshire there’s a project helping 
refugee children and it’s brilliant. 
Regardless of anyone’s view of 
immigration no one could turn around 
and say you shouldn’t help these 
children.”

 His role is to work with the regional 
fundraiser to promote the society’s 
work within the Diocese, to build 
stronger links with the Church and 
to support volunteers.  “In a way 
it’s a figurehead role but I’m the 
sort of person who likes to get their 
hands dirty. I’m making contact with 
volunteers in the area and I would like 

to see an annual diocesan service. It 
would recognise a lot of people who do 
so much in all sorts of different ways.”

 As well as all this Stephen manages 
to find the time to work on other 
conservation projects, including a 
scheme to conserve and enhance rivers. 

 And he says the common thread 
through everything he does is his 
Christian faith. “Without my faith I 
wouldn’t be doing any of the things 
that I am doing,” he added.

God in the life of... 
Farmer and Church Warden 
Stephen Dawson is a man 
involved in many voluntary 
roles. he recently became 
oxford’s Diocesan President 
of the Children’s Society. he 
tells Jo Duckles his story.
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